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INTRODUCTION

Aga Khan University ExaminationBoard<(AKUEB) uses command words in its syllabi to clarify
expectations regarding the cognitive levels and skills which should be acquired by the students
and which are assessed jA"itSyexaminations. Each Student Learning Outcome (SLO) starts
with a command word @npd.is accordingly assigned one cognitive level. Moreover, these are

also often used inexamination questions.

This comprehensiveilist of command words has been produced to clarify the demands of each
command word used by AKUEB and hence align teaching, learning and assessment. It has
been produced for use in AKUEB'’s secondary school certificate (SSC) and Higher Secondary
School*Certificate (HSSC). However, it will also be beneficial for schools taking Middle School

Programme (MSP) to create a smooth progression onto SSC.
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This requires retrieving learnt information, for example, recall or facts and figures,
terminologies, key ideas, concepts, etc.

JL‘}""‘”' S | O il gl
hes reql_Jenty Definition Command word
used in
£ Pl g B Sl e 3 Ol L Ol ey B o b o \
All subjects Ao o 2 g5 pb b b S R S

@TL}'\"}“ RRCIPPE- u_,.&; Define
To give a formal statement or
equivalent paraphrase that precisely
conveys the meaning; examples are
not required
£ P omin oG Coloy g B 5 o255 S ol slas 52l b \
All subjects Pl SO0 s s List
To write information in points. No
explanation or sequence is required
B P s G p Cp0 (P e paibe Ld s g»/ nAo Ppul g
All subjects s ol > e
To give a brief response, mostly asa  Mention
word or phrase
p Poeie o 1B g Il e 6 paie S eMbol b0l s ol \

All subjects 55 Ol o Jeds s Lo b o S
To express in precise terms, with little ~ State
or no supporting argument

6 oS (5 Jlonial Ll 31 olis Y 55 2 Bla el okl

Additional erds that can be used to evaluate knowledge: who, when, where, what, label
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This requires associating new information to prior knowledge in a meaningful way, for

example, by seeing patterns, organising parts, making links, summarising, finding evidence,
etc.

Jlrial ple

Most frequently Definition Command word

used in

hPomin g O 0L (2o ) a0l e 2 e (2 \
All subjects b5 ko 20 e po ol ¢ jlas Jop  Classify
To group information / elements /

organisms etc. into categories with
predefined characteristics or criteria

£ Pyl o p ozo b e el 2935 08 n b oy FERC U Y
All subjects 8,5 oo 6% ¢ omlemse Compare
To mention the similarities and

differences between two or more
items, situations or phenomena

hPseis g (oo bode e S35 08 mby AL Sl G \
All subjects 2D e G e Ao OB 4y =
To mention differences between two Contrast

or more items, situations or
phenomena

A Paeian o 057 0l DS 2 Yo b s e JO3 PO (
All subjects g A5 ) s ols (sho s (s pas  DESCTIDE
o (g coloy gl gl Sl (o

0SS
To tell in words (using diagrams
where appropriate) the distinguishing
features, relevant characteristics,
gualities and main points of a topic, a
given situation or a specific
experiment

£ Pymin g p oo b gl el S35 08 0 b o no b G A
All subjects 58 55 Differentiate /
To find dissimilarity between two or Distinguish
more objects / ideas etc.

4 Pymin g pls S5 JoBY S e JoBY e ol e 1
All subjects 4,5 Exemplify

To clarify a concept using appropriate
and relevant example(s)
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Most frequently
used in

S Pyeias g S5 Jy pD 00 D 4 o Ol Al Ao o v
All subjects Gem Ol oS e oldy il (Oleslas Discuss
bl £ o plal b b ol s
G S o B S b ol Sl
8S
To offer an account which is logical
and balanced and include a range of
arguments, pros and cons, causes
and consequences which should be

presented clearly and supported by
appropriate evidences

4 Preie o I g ) ghiS iy Closdas JBY 55 cou Lok A
All subjects S b ole 2 Jbo, so (08 0 w2 Elaborate
&il3
To clarify or enrich given situations,
statement or definitions, by providing

relevant information (reasons,
examples, etc.)

Definition Command word

R smias o o 55 e 5 G s o g i | o \
All subjects %;6%;30‘,[5.;.5 @:—fgﬁgﬁ&;«fﬁ RPN

b sl h,s al  Enumerate

To name or to specify as in a list
following a specific sequence / order

2 Pomian g JmBY 6 ples / lie 1 gl /g Ao celos
All subjects g osae) g Wbl lodae 4,52 Explain
‘”;L...A.La“ M & () lef WJle oo pilhds>
b e 5l

To give a detailed account of ideas /

situations / problems or process with

relevant supporting information (data,
facts, examples, graphs etc.)

# Poman g S8 ) o JiS 0l Slhas 3 JOCSR T N
All subjects s ole Jae  Extract

To draw out the exact / relevant
information needed from the given

content
R Py g (2 s (S sb 0 B S 2 S \Y
All subjects 5,5 bl o e 2 Sl Je.v-éf Follow

To demonstrate an understanding or
the given information, especially the
required sequence of events

sSoe il 2 85 e L die B L ssas 55 | Ao s MY
Science and raio Jo 48 5 b, shad gl Jeads PPN
Mathematics

xS 5, fs  Formulate
To develop a plan or proposal and
decide all the details of how it will be
done
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Most frequently L i
X Definition Command word
used in
4 Pamian gl b g 0l i b o, po o2 AL s Sl NV
All subjects b s (P oy & § 3Dy 2
To select the most appropriate object  Identify
[ feature / characteristics from many
possibilities
& 33l g 2 0B o iy SIS L e 2 B ey VD
S O S sl
Languages To repeat the material / ideas of a Paraphrase
text using different words
B (Pl (P Jodsro b Jods (2 0 Loy e | 52 podes M
All subjects b S Slogdas b3 5 b > o Sl
To acknowledge the existence of Recognise*
validity of a claim or a situation by
extracting or connecting information
A 53 5) g Bos SLi b pesd nley/ wlh 4w Y
& e To retell in spoken or written form Recount
Sindhi, Urdu,
English and
History
S Preds G T P oD S35 08 o b o PCIR LR BN
All subjects b pb S J8Y , Relate
To show or make connections or
association between two or more
difference ideas / aspects / quantities
B Pyean o Cadi bl (S e AL Crabd (gS il e
All subjects & ol » Respond
To give a spoken or written answer to
somebody or something
SESTECSIRUTY P R VRCR SIS KON B S I R YN SR K
72U s el b (S5 Ao 3 b Jdis b Trace
Sindhi, Urdu, 8,5 i Jeats
English, Sciences 14 give a description of progress,
and History

historical sequence or development
from the point of origin

6 oS 55 Jlail L) S 3laid Y 55l (2 s el (garrtl

Additional words that can be used to evaluate Understanding: why, how

s bam 5 p obtal ol L o ol ol b Lad) o
* Used in syllabi but not in examination questions



Application and other High Order Skills O, U,J,_“ el Ose £ SN

t gl b S (D5 Jes 1 5,5 8V Glbl b JUe prdin o e (2 o (S S o
U ool o 2325 (2 ol oJo (o s sl 4 Sy o o b Bl e o 08T Juli Gl
Flr e s 05 N 05 50 S oo 038l £ 555 5l sz Cud g 5 DS bt B8 S By JT

(Pl g5 Sos 0 2 S Jeatal Y G0 2 0 D 05 (S
This include multiple cognitive levels including application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and
creation. It requires using information or concepts in new situations, solving problems,

analyzing relationships, relating knowledge from several areas, drawing conclusions and
evaluation worth, using old ideas to create new ones, etc.

f I Ol Ld gl
Most frequently Definition Command word
used in
R Pyl G ROz e 2ol SFL S0 s M S wes \
All subjects g olds p G s oS B, 25 G 5P

33 g Sl A8 g Jsiul S sl S Analyse / Critique
P e S B0y 5P oy g3l B
SHS Ol Bla e 552 S 5 S
» g() skl g,
To relate an aspect into its
constituent parts. Look in depth at
each part using supporting arguments
and evidences. See how the parts
relate to the whole
R 0P e g oA ol S o 4 Jose S5 SV s G Y
All subjects PRI RV SR T R BT I o
3,5 Jlazal / 5360 Apply
To relate, place and use an idea,
principle, theory or law in a given

situation
pPeian e 2 O S g0l e Bl b8 Sl gl W80 sl
All subjects b oo e o ot ¢ i b 2,503 o

xS Jbuy S Jlie o 4l g cdo AsSess

bed shad bl o S
To make a judgement by considering
available information and context,
e.g. conflicting points of view,
negative vs. positive, strength vs.

limitation
bess e 38l ¢ o Joe (513 (e S 251 |30 2o Al ¢
Chemistry 8,5 plp S o S Jes oeld o2 435I Balance

To equalize the number of atoms on
the reactant side to the number of
atoms on the product side
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Most frequently
used in

‘,ﬁol.;) £ pul
Science and
Mathematics

B (P gl (G
All subjects

RTYRRYRCN|
Art

é}g‘)gﬁl 93] g
o,le
Sindhi, Urdu,
English and Art

S
Commerce

B PSP (S
All subjects

& g’pl:’.J <u“*5L“
s
Sciences,
Mathematics and
Commerce

RV
Art

Ol

Definition

S b 0B Lo gae b ]l
2 o) b Jol ol gus Jlal

(P 5
To obtain the answer(s) using
algebraic and/or numerical and/or
graphical methods (working should
be shown)

SIS b i (JB 5 U5 o pabe S
2 oS dlie 5ol 2 pieo pas
&,

To divide into groups on the basis of
specific features of characteristics

ey Sl w8 ¢ 50200 2 S0k 0 oo

B
To harmonise / balance the
expression in an artwork
..J.ggﬂo-:ﬁtbéﬁ I‘. %550'“'.‘.3
oS

To create something new by
organising thoughts
Ao s SOk 8 2 a4

0o Pl b 2
To calculate by following certain
standardised, pre-define steps

$2 38 S s b closhan o iy
=B L S Jbs e ($R3 S
bro e B3I 5 B sk S
To systematically frame a concept,
model or diagram by combining and

arranging parts of given information
or idea

25 ool s se Sl 3
A o ol Ll S8 5 ol BV
&Pl 4

To change information / quantity from

one form into another form (one
system of unit to another)

LY RRSC VI VKSR N (WS O
b G 5Lk

To transform materials / ideas into a
new form

L ¢ 4l
Command word

nS e

Calculate / Solve

S ke 2
Categorise

255 S 5 g
Complement

R, B

=S
Compose

28 ol

Compute

Gt S g0 A S

2 GO b
Construct

PO A
Convert

2SS Gl

Create

AR

VY
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Most frequently
used in

PROE e
All subjects

SR oh el
Art

B (P el (S
All subjects

ROV YN
Art

PR -2 g‘"é""
All subjects

w}jL«i 4 g;.’al.;) <C)JT
Arts, Mathematics
and Science

RTYREYIN|
Art

B (P el (G
All subjects

5 g;"t?iJ plar
~oe
Science,

Mathematics and
Commerce

ol

Definition

gbaufujbl&?%ﬁbwbwé
P 20 S NS b ‘“; dads s
To reach a conclusion, by extracting

meaning with the help of contextual /
diagrammatical / structural clues

Ol b Sse b pn S Ol e
b5 )bl b as Jlal
To use or apply a skill in an effective
manner
Lo & s b b o Bl e
b U glas 5
To obtain a result or establish a

relationship from a given / specified
source

2 Ol gXS ) p ssd S s h S
b5 LS 56 (5 el
To conceive and produce a drawing
of something
b Olsls b Jloi) oo o 235 o
b 1t 2 ol IS o
To find or verify the causes / value /
reasons etc. for an event / situation /
eguation
sl IS Al 2 I b S
> Ol ez S B S o psal S,
S22 B A o) S pb S
B s slem Sl sbe 2 Sl
To make a diagram / structure
representing the asked concept /

system / model / phenomenon (To
scale for graphs and where specified)

O e b Ssn S Bla Jd ool
b YL B,5 Jland

To utilize the information gained
LS las o~ S (i oS
b b

To discover or prove that something
is true.

o o Sl s b5 a3l

S e 38 o B 22 0 S
To make an approximate judgement
or find an approximate numerical
value

.B.Ué,d

Command word

PRC_RPC
Deduce

RS
Deploy

ERC_JPC I
Derive

25 S 5 s
Design

s/ x@ 3)'.\3'
o

Determine

Draw

Ol (b g
x—l"" £ Jos
Employ
nAo el
Establish

Estimate

VY

VY
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Most frequently L i
: Definition Command word
used in
R P g s By s Sl o3l 2 ilgl JS Jols 5 55k YY
All subjects > ol £ ghs Bl o Bl Jude e Evaluate

£ ok o Ol gl Cou S, S
g2 #6el, ol iy
To make judgement regarding a
given information by identifying and
discussing its convincing aspects,
limitations and implications, taking
into account the evidences available

2b i 2 0l (S 455 535 L sae e »35 Yy
Mathematics 8355 a0 JunS Factorise

To resolve or break an integer or
polynomial into its factors

I C R = SN P T I [P C A e i S5 ve
Commerce and ‘b oes b HE Sl o 35 50l Forecast
Geography

b A cud 5 N 2
To calculate and estimate the future
event / value of something based on
available information

oS Loalss, o Glhe 2 Sl Juo i s by Yo
Commerce 8,5 4L psliws Generate

To create a report or a document
according to the given criteria

4 Paman g Sl s06 ) JE0) b pols e e p s L e X1
All subjects (BaS ;9B o Jou b b ,s/ wad/ lustrate
To clarify with examples (diagram /

figure / accounting format / graph /
character sketch / sketching of a

diagram)
OV RS YR g3l S orae/ o dlie 2 s oM vy
Art R0 s 2 i 58,5 B ey, Incorporate

oz &
To blend or combine different
elements of art and design to create

an artwork
R (P g o S 35 (B loshas o iy w8l s YA
All subjects e 3,5 JL,_., & cu,,, é%' gl Infer

L olds s 2 3 Al b

To go beyond the information given to
identify what is implied but is not
stated. To derive by reasoning or
from premises of evidence
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Most frequently Definition Command word
used in
R e g Jeals 2 £ 5 ol Bl o iy oS celoy YA
All subjects 320 52 ol g o I shuls a2 RS

) Interpret

To extract and make connections
between explicit and implicit details of
the given information and draw
relevant conclusion

R P samias g S Al cow £ gl S ge P CYORWEEEE S
All subjects G Jdd o G & gf.jlj L Jbu, e Justify
R S S RS S e S5
YW

To support the given phenomenon /
event / statement by providing valid
evidences, reasons and / or
examples to reach the asked
conclusion

R b it s (23l b ) Jes i s slin ¥y
All subjects By 53l » 5lul sk Observe ®

To examine a process / event and
note it scientifically / systematically

£ o2y il Lo 5 S6 s jlusbe 2 oWl w2l S ey
o s 5,595 o ole Su3s oS Sa Plot
Science, To locate and mark one or more
Mathematics and  points on a graph by means of
Commerce coordinates
PRS-V 4 516l o e Gllae sl ) oy F NP R
All subjects 5,5 ol St b pai e Portray

To describe someone or something in
a particular way according to one’s
own opinion

oS S/ S o saie S Bl S e YSC I R 4
Commerce b Jols , Post

To post given information in specified
accounts / books / ledgers (used in
context of general ledger)
[Alternative words: Enter / Make
entries / Post / Complete]

Aokt Jlnial g g b Lid) (g0l sy 268 Ll 0
3 Mostly used as a supporting command word in questions
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Most rquenty Definition Command word
used in
4 Psedn g bl e jlusas o g MBI L Bl Jule no SS8 v
All subjects 2 Jee b ol 5l Gl e s3> Predict
DS 5o

To give an expected result of an
upcoming action or event by making
logical connections from given
information

s S e S b el s Ao
Commerce osb Jlo 3l g p 2ol o sae Prepare
&)
To make something in a specific
format, following a suitable

procedure, such as making final
accounts, general journal entries

pPaedn o e o gaidT p Jleaal Sl 8 Aol vy
All subjects HUl cow 9> 050 Ak .2, Prove
To establish the validity of an

assumption / fact / law by using
evidences

=2b L8 2 SUL el e e o Ll Gl YA
Mathematics 2o ol S Sl Sl el ol sl Rationalise

& 2z 6 e s 2 Ol i 5 B

R
To simplify an expression by
removing radicals in the denominator
or an algebraic fraction without
changing the value of the expression

)ua‘,ww &:CMMG%&A ‘,,gac'){..é Ya
All subjects To give plausible suggestions Recommend /
Suggest
oS Lo &b (i 20\, > K Sl nAS TR o
Commerce G s b Jls 55, Wl Jw-éf » Record
A s p ) S ] | S

b ) 5o Wl 2 p e Sl
(Al shid Jlonzal p puacd]

To make the necessary entries in a
set of accounting records; used in
place of ‘Enter’ or ‘Write up’, e.g.
Record a series of transactions in the
cash book / ledger / books of prime
entry (used for general journal
entries)

All subjects To correct something that is wrong S s 3

Rectify
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Most frequently
used in
RV
Art

PROE e
All subjects

L
Commerce

£ }b)l %‘5:\.}...4

S

Languages

5 g’élﬂJ s

oS
Science,
Mathematics and
Commerce

B (P B (S
All subjects

U“':’L‘ 4 (fbti) (‘Z)JT
Art, Mathematics
and Sciences

£ )QJI zdu\:uw

Y

Languages

\ ¥ VR 1

Ol

Definition

i Jlasial 5 & lgo Jo 1020
bl Jabon /b, s 50
To depict / execute the require skill

ol B OIS S bl b i

brS G 2 Coso 2 S0
To show given date / information in
the form of a graph / chart / structure
or diagram

RO S P V=N R W o
baNS
To find the unknown or missing

figures from the given information
and data

M@w&,@u@ébktﬂ'
0o o (o
To look through a text or image to

locate a particular piece of
information

05 i S
To demonstrate with evidence, i.e.
working, calculations,
experimentation or illustrations
(including graphs)
2o ol S 58l b ollus s
&l
To reduce (an equation, fraction, etc.)
to a simple form by cancellation of

common factors, regrouping of terms
in the same variables etc.

kS (b 2z S L Jou el
Ao ol ol U g Pl 5 ol
> L S S 2l i
oo 2l S bl 2
To represent through a diagram or
graph (labelled as appropriate). The
sketch should give a general idea of
required shape or relationship and
should include relevant features
g‘;‘»gfdlb‘wéa)uu#
23 ol g5 BB 8,5 Job (529
To read speedily in order to get the
gist of a passage

L ¢ 4l
Command word

D S
Render

2 Swls
Represent

J'.‘.JJ? S0

Retrieve

s plie/ 5,803

no
Show

25 o
Simplify

POV U=
Sketch

e A éf:u-‘
Skim

A\

fy
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Jlxiul Hle
Most frequently
used in

Definition Command word

B (P Il (g rase S e ol g 8o Lo el S ey S0
All subjects 92 Ol e 55 4 b (P LS Summarise 4
T Aads
To make concise by extracting key
points and paraphrasing / writing in
one’s own words

g 9 (gl s B g3 S S o 2ol bt csS e Gl Ay
Z. (e, s
g b Geli ¢ 3
Languages To combine elements of information /  Synthesise
ideas to create a new or larger whole
2L £ gl S U e ol o pabue gnS e/ pS Ghal Y
Science a_nd Gk g;,”o‘_, o gl Jbaal  Verify
Mathematics A

To confirm a hypothesis or fact using
certain laws, principles or rules

ki3 Jlonial (e 2 e g b see o BRI W 4 55 2 o)y B 2
4 used on understanding level and all subjects except languages where it is used in
application

B oS 5 Jleamih Ll L) glis oY o5 o GM) pelanr partels
2o JB8 o ot sl o o S S s S gz Ol b ol s b Y

Additional words that can used to evaluate application:
show relationship, propose an alterative yprioritise, give reasons for, predict consequences
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Additional Words (Across cognitive Levels) &Y godaw (ot 9;.‘.‘....)‘15.5.! Sl 53

5 oS 55 Jlonial Lol g ol slu WUl Gud €85 5,5 gl (o (i (ot B (2 S s (S
These words are simple command words and questioning words which can be used across

cognitive levels in all the subjects:
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