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Introduction

The Aga-Khan University Examination Board (AKU-EB) uses command words in
its sylabi to clarify expectations regarding the cognitive levels and skills, according
to revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001), that students should acquire and that are
assessed in its examinations. Each Student Learning Outcome (SLO) begins with a
command word, which is accordingly assigned a specific cognitive level. These
command words are also frequently used in examination questions.

The purpose of this document is to establish a common understanding of how
command words are interpreted and applied within the AKU-EB system,
encompassing syllabus design, item (question) and exam development, teaching,
learning and assessment. Since use of command words varies across educational
and examination bodies, this guide has been developed to provide clarity and
consistency in the context of AKU-EB.
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This comprehensive guide aligns teaching, learning, and assessment by
standardising the use of command words, ensuring all stakeholders interpret and
apply them in the same way. It is essential for avoiding confusion in high-stakes
examinations and their preparation. Designed for use in AKU-EB’s Secondary
School Certificate (SSC) and Higher Secondary School Certificate (HSSC)
programmes, it may also be beneficial for schools implementing the Primary School
Programme (PSP) and Middle School Programme (MSP), facilitating a smooth
progression to SSC. However, a separate guide is also available for PSP and MSP.
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Cognitive Levels and Command Words

¢l
Remember
-MWJL/CQ/:«D@J}Q%M:«EWlu@uwl/J/@f(l_"cat}’”

Ability to recall information, such as, facts/ figures, terms/ terminologies, basic concepts:

Akl
b1 2ml ) , )
-y :,/lf K
~ Definition Command Word | S.No.
Most
Frequently
Used In
Rl | i Sy b G 2 M6 £ 1L Blgablot L . .
All Subjects +uﬁ’a/}/Ju)¢»uﬁ5/ug Define
To give a formal statement or equivalent phrase
that precisely conveys the meaning; examples are
not required
e | St 2? ST Lip L5 i | 2
e U ekl T e L LB IB e | LS e
All Subjects }’?KM,JJIjg%‘Uj}&/)/ List
To write.a series of terms, facts or items; sequence
is not-essential unless required; no details required
G Bl o 2 e $82 S s | sl S 3
All Subjects-.| Togive a brief response; no details required Mention
Gzl | S st 5 A A el 3, T sl 2 4
All Subjects State
Us
To give clear, factual information with no details
or supporting arguments
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Additional words that can be used to evaluate Remember: who, when, where, what
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Understand

-G‘J.?W(fédfc«h)b’”a,ﬂ;égwmul?-/‘.:adh(}”

Ability to comprehend information in terms of meaning, significance, phenomenon and

relationships.

ki
b1 20l .
- Definition Command Word | S.No.
Most
Frequently
Used In
B B NS F R SV SIS ly- YN R VTP 1
All Subjects L'/d/f.eugla;-(;/“uiumfﬁj} g;;sgcl)fr)i/ée
To arrange or order information/ elements/
organisms/ examples, etc. into groups based on
predefined characteristics or criteria
uﬁb’éf‘rl} a/ ek uy/)LJla;ar’Lc«Ulw?l i sl S 2
All Subjects ; /5’, Compare
To mention the similarities and differences
between two-or.more items, situations or
phenomena
Sl | e BSE e s S L bedde e | 3
All Subjects %Jc«/5/d/27)wkﬁ)£Jf"L/5'ﬁd3J? Describe
Togive a detailed account or pictorial
representation of a situation, event, pattern or
process. The account should not attempt to
explain or give examples, or reasons.
uﬁwrﬁ u.l(‘uio/f;/;l&‘/Jla .;u//;;ﬂ.lg'/?l el L/J?’/L/&/ 4
All Subjects N Differentiate/
) o LL?’/U/ Distinguish
To find dissimilarity between two or more
objects/ ideas/ situations/ phenomena etc.
Y S &2 sl S LSO/ °
Mathematics | To obtain the derivation of a function Differentiate
only
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G 2 I e d Lol | L5/ | 6
All Subjects | To expand with illustrative examples or multiple Elaborate
contexts for further clarification
U ¥ bt e dUt SEL P8 L5 v L - !
Commerce | To name or to specify as in a list following a Enumerate
specific sequence/ order
uﬁWrVn yb)JJﬁJKLnL/JW!ugt"/df":wb?mgtf Q}JC’* 8
All Subjects oS Exemplify
To clarify a concept using appropriate and
relevant example(s)
uﬁb’efrl,? a2 :J/G7 el &Q{L/ el f&: (U9 ol Sl b ooy ?
All Subjects ;«/r’/c«U&?’ p{ys Jl/ ] 2’3 Ay el (Jul Explain
S 0] DS LS b
To make meaning (how/ why) of ideas/ situations/
problems or process with relevant supporting
evidence, such as data, mathematical expressions,
facts, reasons, examples, figures, maps and-graphs
uﬁb’éf‘ﬂ} U%’c«hﬁl’”ﬁh'?/uﬂy‘,}uf:;)!/u/ﬁ b s 10
All Subjects | To draw out the exact/ relevant information Extract
needed from the given content
uﬁb’éf‘ﬂ} v;”/gf/b}/oa‘r‘?/ Sy eolie U e bl s L’/’/U")ulfﬁ/li/&ﬁ’l’ 11
All Subjects S Identify
To select the most appropriate object/ feature/
characteristicsfrom many possibilities
»/mld’/“/{(! Weosla Lniul/“/,/r}r’;"d'll Lgurﬁ/;v&u” L/ugpf”/é’ﬁu 12
Enngjlfguand oS e ngi'%l Sl Je Paraphrase
To rephrase the material/ ideas of a text using own
words while retaining the original meaning
i | Je Lt A E et oot S F Lo oy 13
All Subjects e Read
To comprehend the meaning of a given text ,
graph ,chart ,symbol or any provided material
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uﬁWrUf' u,lfﬂiu;/!ﬁf/uf}lfé/c«lj“/c«uyd@ug}c»g» C//!%L.J//L'//(//G'y 14

All Subjects b/ﬁtﬁbﬂ)//;’«lﬂ’j Relate
To make connections or associations between two
or more different ideas/ experiences/ aspects/
quantities
Sz e (S ool SR Eb (e 6T | eS| B
L To give an outline and/or description of progress, Trace

historical sequence or development from the point
G5 ol of origin
Languages,
Sciences and
History

il S e L e L LSS S 2 i

Additional words that can be used to evaluate understanding:why, how
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Apply:

bl

-qWJL/J’/J’L»d;Q@QL/JM(E/fl/Jﬂﬂ/u:'t}/m}/awﬁutfzif;;ﬁ?/um}*a

Ability to use concepts/ rules/ laws/ principles/ algorithms in new scenarios and/ or real-life
context or solve basic problems.

pliJeghler S
a7 Y K N
Most Definition Command Word | S.No.
Frequently
Used In
el | il F s el o e § Sl
All Subjects L’/JL»VIJ’,WL Apply 1
To relate, place and use an idea, principle, theory
or law in new situations/ problems/ issues
[zt Z SJAGURS 8T S| S| St
uﬁwﬂ? (éj—‘gt”/j(@t/vlbéw Calculate/ Solve .
All Subjects To obtain the answer(s) using algebraic and/ or
numerical and/ or graphical methods (working
should be shown)
ol L’/J‘)?uﬁféd/ucyvg}(abv//lﬁf/c«lul"” ™ /L/J .
o .(V To change information/ quantity/ equation from WA . 3
All subjects | gne form into another form Convert
Flonl Sl [ Usrlbe £ 2 nd St e St ot 1 o & S 4
Scienceand . Derive
Mathematics _ _L/J'”qug
To obtain a result, formula, or expression by
applying logical steps, principles or known
relationships
FL S0 6 JGF S
Mathematics | To obtain the derivative of a function Differentiate
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el | LR AAS o e e 5| S NS 6
All Subjects U@J’QALJUM@B' Determine
To resolve a problem or situation by using
calculation, principles, graphical methods or
logical reasoning within defined limits
L A TSRS e ST A1 8 b1k !
Mathematics t‘nd’t’itﬁg/,:/}5!5ﬁ2!d:!)}!(0/5!t/ﬂm S B Expand
s JERFE I St S P S Flof e
-
The process of expressing an algebraic expression
in a more detailed form by multiplying out
brackets, distributing terms, and writing out all the
individual components explicitly. This typically
involves eliminating parentheses and showing the
full form of the expression
Sl LSS L IS s | wdpe 8
Mathematics | To resolve or break an integer or polynomial into Factorise
its factors
uﬁbefrb? (d/,,}&d/f)/db;ur‘/ﬂJf;ﬂfrJ?ur‘jrgLf( /L/(JM/V/L??/IB ?
All Subjects Aﬁ»mr:L&:&}J’ra@vcuﬁﬁd};‘fﬁmﬂ}fw g
. / [lustrate/
: (2 s s (k)
_ L/_//b"b Zi_u-édjﬁ SBen Represent/ Show
To express (visual or written) a given problem,
concept, idea, process, reaction and situation
using detailed evidence such as concrete
examples;.calculations, mechanisms, diagrams,
figures-or character sketch
APTA S L b T8 i Ly et S|t S | 10
J K GBIt S Plot
Science, To locate and mark one or more points on a
Humanities | graph, map, or chart by means of coordinates or
and given data
Commerce
B ey : Jf/a 7 S 11
U ¥ NS PSS A R | (et T
Commerce (‘aﬁgtgtfdbﬂfl}ﬁw@ﬂﬂ Post
To record or transfer financial data into a ledger
or specific account [the word ‘Complete’ can also
be used]
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UK | wduisE Tt S s e 12
Commerce t/@umu:;uu'/‘mfmfﬂﬁ Prepare
To make something in a specific format,
following a suitable procedure, such as making
final accounts, general journal entries
UK et nZ 32 e Enl st Lo | S/t Ss 13
Commerce L’/Z}D)L&/(g)u:u;la(../t//c,b?ugu’")ﬁ Record
To document financial transactions or events
systematically in the appropriate books of
accounts, ensuring accuracy and compliance with
accounting principles
B e (ol T | fshSua |
All Subjects | To correct a given information/ diagram Rectify
s S SEEAS S S Jf S el )T 15
R el LSS SEF S S LS tila G AT
O'.’L To reduce (an equation, fraction, function) to.a Simplify
’ & simplest form
Science,
Commerce
and
Mathematics
e ; . . ; B9 5 w (s 16
ot | LLE S el A e s S tb ST
All subjects L'/'//.l}’flé//“r‘? (l}//”r‘jb./bféugujwu/l‘a Sketch
To make a simple freehand/ rough drawing/
outline that captures.the essential features and
proportions-of an-objects, concept or relationships
el | S e w0 S f L e (S ot 17
All subjects 22 il Summarise
To make concise by extracting key points and
paraphrasing/ writing in one’s own words while
retaining the same meaning
w0 | S e i (DS 5 Lgf‘”g(tzg&g)w/jf Y 18
Enngjlrsguand m.g!‘,w?* J’ﬁftwﬁhgw L}’EZ_/JA{"U:UQJ Translate
e} 200k
To convert the meaning of a written/ oral
message or text from the source (original)
language to another ensuring the original intent,
tone, and context are preserved
Page 11 of 24 (2025652 21 s S A1




el uig/‘uw‘ﬂ‘“&LL/J"/&”J(Q'%;(L;’J(KJ( b e 13
All Subjects L‘U/KL}/,}’/:«L)"'E Use
To employ knowledge, skills, methods or
information to perform a task or solve a problem
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Analyse

_quL/ﬁuﬁuﬁfgt)’”/?;g%JJ/G?m/K’:g)‘c,!/‘!:.,pl‘.»,l,m:c%}u:dla,wﬂu‘f(f(

Ability to break down information into parts, examining their relationships based on motives,
reasons, causes, effects, patterns and facts in any given situation.

ekl
b1 2l s
-7 z/‘i{ Sl
~ Definition Command Word R
Most
Frequently
Used In
Rl i | Uit S Lo e Jpie | e S !
All Subjects !7.1:tag;Léﬂf{{./}L,«,Dﬁ/mjlﬂ)um/‘:uﬂ/ld}&ffé Analyse/ Examine
L//lg.g}w/“J}bJ;/)luﬁJng
To break a given information, idea, concept,
problem into its constituent parts - look in depth
at each part using underlying principles,
supporting arguments-and evidences, relating the
parts with one another-and to the whole
e ST R T B L PAb V- v oS s 2
Chemistry J‘bu}l?ﬂ*t/@ulﬁu@,uw“:tl::og/ﬁ‘sfig;w Balance
L LU FEL L by
To adjust coefficients in a chemical equation,
ensuring atom balance and conservations of mass,
by identifying discrepancies to achieve
equilibrium or conformity with established
principles
/}’JL/V‘J/K LJ;WV/?J&%JUJ/JEJ@A’J/@u'i/t’uké}ﬂﬁ!k C&osl il 3
i ot sE ol o] b | oo Forecast
Commerce, | To speculate a future event/ value/ trend or
Sciences and | condition based on systematic data analysis,
Humanities | historical patterns and statistical models
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Geler it
All Subjects

P DA SO ST Ry PSP PNy ol ®
Gl ool J/UJH';/‘%{( U736

To go beyond the information given to identify

what is implied but is not stated through
reasoning or from premises of evidence

L’/Zf!}"%’gu

Infer

dZ/ﬁzjl:)/l

Languages

u’/j/uﬂﬁjmm}t:aggﬁuﬂf"géﬁ:muf
2 Y PIs0 F B L § et
Lol S Ui 5 et S S Sk

To depict the characteristics, effects, and essence
of a word, phrase, or text using various linguistic
mediums such as written descriptions, poetry, or
narrative in order to understand its depth,
significance, and unique aspects

7
Portray

S9d1
Commerce

L 3K skl o) P e él/}' S Lf/uf Je qu“l
g [0S i Sl
To the process of locating, extracting, and

bringing back specific data, records, or
information from a given source

LSS0 LR

Retrieve
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PS4
u%;J

Evaluate

v WJL/(’GLULJ_/,L&J_/M6/&4;9&1}2(?”!Jup@ygun@””@x‘@uyf
e SE il S ae Sl Bl K PSF S A S JI-L bl iR

Ability to draw conclusions, make judgments, or decisions based on benchmarks, evidence,
logical and mathematical reasoning, and sound rationale, while effectively justifying.them. This
involves analysing evidence, critiqguing methodologies, and assessing the validity:and relevance
of ideas.

sl
b eI 20l s ) ) )
&/ oE A
- Definition Command Word | S.No.
Most
Frequently
Used In
u:W(V“ /A//}jfo/&lfd&y//;lc«f:agj:oi}!:))ycﬂﬂf tflg/téoﬂﬂ 1
All Subjects s g '/@/A \J Assess/ Evaluate
To make an informed judgement by considering
strengths, limitations, implications, experiences,
evidences and/ or. contexts
g | F LW ot S e nd ST o 2
All Subjects

601 Ao o $a 2 5L s Ui Critique
To provide a critical review or judgement on a/ an
text, artwork, performance, concept, principle,
theory, process or research through logical
reasoning and evidences

Sl | enZ SIS P et Sl | (S ey |3

All j N PR R Di

Subjects L‘/u?éf Uf/,o:m'dy‘u/b”»{' SCUSS
To present a balanced, logical and evidence-based
conclusion, including a range of arguments, pros
and cons, causes and consequences, or
perspectives
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Sl | F LS8 wsa o EA U s O ¢Sl £ 4
All Subjects Lg“i..fé Deduce
To reach a conclusion, by extracting meaning
with the help of contextual/ diagrammatical/
structural clues
Sz F ot | AASF P Je L sl e e zsend | SYuT] S >
Languages b b = U( sl ys Establish
To provide a solid foundation and confirm the
validity of an idea, concept or relationship
through connections, reasoning and evidence.
uﬁbb‘(l? u»g&@”yﬁ‘ﬁ’m?»wvgu(ﬁg/wra&!&f téuun/té;f 6
All Subjects L’éu’ui/.&;{: Estimate
To make an approximate calculation or judgement
about any value, quantity or size of something
based on available data, prior knowledge or
logical inference
ufl.«-'ﬂ/‘rl}" //}i c«&ﬁag,«,!;’ s ai/,ﬁ/dlg/uy /JD /u@/J( Q}Jg)/t//uf?]!ﬁ !
All Subjects t/ﬁ#}fl‘ﬁl@lguu@)@» Justify
To support the given phenomenon/event/
statement/ idea/ concept by providing valid
evidences, reasons and/ or examples
el | 25l S @ e (ST ek s SO 8
All Subjects L'éu’u:lKé&ﬁi,ﬁug&w%&p’f Predict
To anticipate the outcome of an upcoming action
or event by'making logical connections based on
available.information, intuition, analysis or
evidence
SN R VT Vi EUPNEY - AT YIS -y T - 9
All Subjects S bzl S S w3l Prove
To validate an assumption/ fact/ law by using
rigorous evidence, sequence of mathematical/
logical steps, algorithms, laws or arguments
ool | Ll Sl ot fE I 10
el §& s nd STt fEL Jows oess?) 2.5
All Subjects L'/J;%J’ Regzgg;ggpd/
To give possible solutions to a problem using a
clear rationale according to the given situation or
context
Page 16 of 24 (2025652 (% 5 3Dis 1 1)




Szl | sl ate Fayid e Endpdett s’ S ub 1
All Subjects L'/Q,uﬁ/élg Verify
To confirm or check a truth, accuracy or validity
of the given information through observation,
testing or evidence
Page 17 of 24 (2025652 (% 5 3Dis 1 1)




Create

a@/,:u'.fqu’l-%WJL/&&&?’Q}lgu?:auf‘”chcaU?&/é_;bf;}'/vubﬁgfat)‘”uﬂr
e SES LU ISl S U E sl Fadnd So LS

Ability to synthesise existing information innovatively, generating new ideas, solutions,

products, artistic creations, or literary works. This includes combining, rearganising, and

designing experiments or processes to create original and meaningful outcomes.

gl S
Jlf“’l}u.tj ’ .
i/ rr
cbn - Command
? Definition S.No.
Most Word
Frequently
Used In
Sz s | 2GS L S st B S s oe | 0 i s !
o S ST G ML S s fiyy | COmPoSe
Languages | To produce a meaningful output such as a written
and Art work, art work or any.form of expression using
various elements or-organising ideas
U:W(L:" L'/th({lg/;/'v”.,{!/ggd/g/w/ng@f L/’/J.’.g 2
All Subjects | To produceaunique/ novel work based on Create
imagination, innovation and mastery of techniques
dﬁb’é/(l; J,y,,}w“‘zi_/}é}.'mldb&lcc«,&g’;né";/ufuyu"r‘g bbeos” 3
All Subjects /guiﬁzgfrwjmi:{'w:fud;g%.{!“ié'g/fb Design
s
To conceive and produce a blueprint, structure,
object and system to achieve a desired goal
through innovation, usability and impact within
specified constraints
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el | Jed e B s L1 E Ll | st/ g |4
All subjects Q)?;;’?}J;.E/r‘j Formulate
To develop an idea, concept or policy in a clear
and systematic manner using mathematical and/ or
logical reasoning
ol | e ety LSy LN12 Lalf el | dF iy |3
All Subjects Q’%’;L%/%/Z’gﬂ’éa&w‘{—f} Generate
To systematically produce ideas, reports, plans,
solutions or outcomes and proposals by combining
different pieces of information or perspective
St | LS LS e Lot L et P Ssal | o/ Ulnes | ©
Languages Q;J:@»ftgwmu/:gKu"“gnria,) Synthesis
To integrate elements of various ideas,
information from sources to form a new,
coherent and comprehensive insight of the
given text or material
Page 19 of 24 (2025652 (% 5 3Dis 1 1)
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Additional Words (Across Cognitive Levels)

g(SLO)fLJJ’b‘gg/,/JuﬁmJpﬁy[zw"gndw%u}’ﬁyugk_.{!d/@&(&d;@u

—plwde LUy

These command words are used at more than one cognitive level depending on the context and

the demand of a subject, student learning outcome (SLO) or question.

B0t
Jlf“’l}u.tj ’ .
Sy iy
e bn - Command
; Definition S.No.
Most WOI’d
Frequently
Used In
el | ST e P ey e [ pee | oSS |
All Subjects » Complete/ Fill
To finish a task by providing all the necessary/
required/ missing information
Sl | S iim LS e L hp i L e el §6 | s/ | 2
All Subjects Q;J:@fug;/urﬁ.,{w’:;m(” Construct
To systematically frame a concept, model or
diagram by combining and arranging parts of
given information or idea
gt | FLédotod §e Wl o6 miOL Lok wlf 3
AllSubjects o 512 S 20 & ) ot SIS 6L Leolon Draw
l:/ﬂ}gfﬁ’l/cudlfﬂ:g»
To represent a concept, structure, or process
through a diagram, graph, sketch, model (with or
without labels) or arguments depending on the
context and cognitive demand of the task
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GRler el
All Subjects

c“-}j/ﬁ]/"@”n’/ub%oégLg}”yg/yﬁ‘(/ﬁrulzsu/
Lz’_/&gﬂ/’/}bké/}':ﬁélg/&f(awlﬁ*:c«l,j
e AL et

To research, investigate or look into unknown
aspects of an idea, theme, concept or relationship
in a broader perspective through experiences,
experiments/ tests, observations, inquiry
systematically for the purpose of discovery

6/ )
Explore

L

o

Chemistry

6!3//(.’:}{/&&&4#7‘ (&V&UVJJ‘;;/L&Q"//J&{
mvgﬁ!,}g’iJ?g:;/ég/ju?nm@gjé LS
s Tl AT TG S 2 7
t/fui/ﬂ/’,g}/?;gd/&/)lﬁw/
To clarify the molecular structure, properties or
mechanisms of chemical compounds or reactions
by giving evidence based on experimental data;
theoretical models or various spectroscopic and

analytical techniques, such as NMR, IR; MS, and
X-ray crystallography

(ﬁzﬁu}‘/v
e

All Sciences

St e b SN L Lt
t/ﬁﬂﬂ&u’l&/ﬂl}ywwjgo;

To make something'clear or explain it in detail,
often by providing.examples, evidence or further
explanation te enhance understanding

uijf}/
Elucidate

GRler i
All Subjects

it L Lo S 6 iz P
TV

To obtain a required value, answer or result to a
given problem/ criterion by using knowledge,
logical reasoning, calculation, processes,
investigation or inquiry

LS
Find

GRler el
All Subjects

LS el 3 st Lt eks”

To present a piece of information/ example as
required by the task or question

C/ﬂ!}/l&,;

Give/ Provide
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il LUCL}’:?_/}Hc«Mo,gd“{J/&énlMgJ!/’ic«L)’”J( [ JE 8
All S“ti’e‘:ts 6/ A8 s ol
27 To extract and make connections between implicit Interpret
Analyse details of the given information, graphs or data
Ved J’Lfcwmu/uﬂ/f(ﬂ”%u st
Evaluate ; / u:,:
To make sense of evidence, observations or results
presenting a coherent explanation, conclusion or
significance
Sl | 2l i S L ese LG5 | b | O
All Subjects L‘/ﬂﬁatwé"tﬁg Label/ Name
To assign titles or tags to specific parts or
components of a diagram, structure, object or
concept
uﬁb’w‘(l} Z»E':Ll;c,uu@?mmggv;f;gauw:gjjg@ﬁmg L/ufj 10
All Subjects L‘/U‘JUL'“JJ,’UAJ)‘?U/(/?J'/@ Locate
To point out a specified position.or place on a
diagram ,map or graph through-recall ,
measurements ,observations,;-or.any other
available data
uﬁer./“ Qnﬂ/L;L/};ﬁ'a@D;LanL/d;/gJ;,gu, LJ/L/’//”} 11
All Subjects (uﬂf)t/&ﬁn(f;/zj_u'égﬁg Write
To produce a response (often structured) ranging
from simplenote taking to complex literary
composition adhering to the given guidelines
N SLT e S S ot ol S o ek
Computer )2 25l 5 o
Science . '
To record, save or store data to a specifed location
or device in a computing environment
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