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Dedication
At the heart of the traditional Pamiri house is the Chorkhona - a distinctive, stepped structure that rises through 

the centre of the home towards the sky. Its four ascending layers are traditionally associated with earth, water, air 
and fire, while the opening at its centre welcomes the rays of the sun into the space below.

But the Chorkhona is more than an architectural form. It is part of a house conceived as a microcosm of the 
universe - a representation of a worldview in which the human, the natural and the spiritual exist in harmony. It 

brings together what grounds us and what lifts us; what sustains life and what gives it meaning.

The Chorkhona was chosen as the inspiration for this year’s publication because it offers a powerful metaphor for 
the journey of purpose and becoming.

To know your purpose is to know what matters to you.

To find balance is to know what must remain, and what must change.

To become is to have the courage to grow into the person you are capable of being.

Perhaps, at the end of the day, achievement is not measured by how high we rise, but by how fully we live - how 
deeply we understand ourselves, how generously we touch the lives of others, and whether the life we build is true 

to what we believe matters.

And perhaps the light we spend our lives seeking is not somewhere ahead of us.

It has been within us all along.

His Highness Prince Rahim Aga Khan V
Chancellor, Aga Khan University

Commencement address at the graduation ceremony,
The Institute of Ismaili Studies, London,

10 September 2007

“Intellectual pursuits should, 
wherever possible, seek to address the 
universal aspirations of humankind, 
both spiritual and concrete. Those 

aspirations, for our generation more 
than for any before, are intertwined 

in a single global community.”

Artistic rendering of the Chorkhona at the Ismaili Center, 
Houston, prepared with the assistance of AI.
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Knowledge and art are the springs of life,
Born from its depths, through struggle and strife.
O you who have wandered, unaware of its way,

Rise with a vision that brightens the day.

Let your aim shine bright as the morning sun,
Rise beyond the heavens, till the journey is won.

Let it sweep away what is worn and untrue,
And awaken the strength that lives within you.

For we live by the dreams we choose to create,
And shine by the light of the hopes we cultivate.

Allama Muhammad Iqbal
Asrar-e-Khudi

English poetic adaptation prepared with the 
assistance of AI, based on the original text. AKU

Photo: Hatim Yousuf



Seeing Our World Differently
World Environment Day 2026 - Climate Photography Exhibition across AKU campuses

Climate change can be measured in temperatures, emissions and statistics. But it can also be seen in a landscape 
transformed by drought, in the force of a flood, in the quiet resilience of nature, and in the changing relationship between 
people and the environment.

For World Environment Day 2026, the Aga Khan University invited its community to look more closely through a Climate 
Photography Exhibition held across five AKU campuses. Nearly 200 photographs were submitted by students, faculty and 
staff from all six countries where AKU operates. Three winning photographs and 30 additional images were selected for 
exhibition, bringing different perspectives on the year’s climate theme to life.

When we pause to truly see the world around us, we become more conscious of our place within it, and of our 
responsibility towards it. The photographers who captured these moments did more than document climate change. They 
made it personal, showing how environmental change is not something distant or abstract, but something that touches the 
places we live, the people around us, and the world we share. And perhaps that is where purposeful living begins: when 
we allow ourselves to care about what is changing around us, to recognise our responsibility towards it, and to turn that 
awareness into action.

AKU University Centre, Karachi

AKU-IED, Karachi

AKU Nakawa Campus, Kampala, Uganda

 AKU's Salama House, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

AKU, Nairobi, Kenya

AKU University Centre, Karachi

A Purpose Beyond Ourselves For AKU, harnessing the sun's 
energy is one tangible answer. 
Solar power contributes to the 
University's broader 
environmental and sustainability 
goals, aligning with the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
around clean energy, responsible 
consumption, climate action and 
sustainable communities.

Purpose is not only about discovering what we are capable of achieving. It is also about 
recognising what we are responsible for.

Our planet is the one home we all share. Caring for it is therefore not simply an 
environmental responsibility; it is a human one. At Aga Khan University (AKU), this 
understanding is reflected in a growing commitment to build a healthier, more 
sustainable future and to lead by example through its own operations. AKU, as part of 
the Aga Khan Development Network, has committed to achieving net-zero operational 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.

One expression of that commitment is solar energy.

In 2022, AKU began its first solar power project in Pakistan, installing a 550 kW solar 
photovoltaic system across three locations in Karachi. The 1,021 panels were expected 
to generate nearly 500,000 kWh of carbon-neutral electricity annually and reduce the 
University's carbon footprint by more than 365,000 kg each year.

The commitment has since grown substantially. In 2024, AKU launched its largest solar 
project to date: a 3.3 MW solar photovoltaic installation across the remaining rooftops 
and three large parking areas at the Stadium Road campus. The project was designed to 
generate cleaner electricity, reduce reliance on fossil fuels, improve local air quality and 
save an estimated 1,900 tonnes of CO2e every year.

But the significance of these panels extends beyond the electricity they generate. They 
represent a choice: to use what is available to us more responsibly, to reduce the impact 
of our actions, and to invest in a future that extends beyond our own immediate needs. 
Ultimately, sustainability is about recognising that our choices today shape the world we 
leave behind.

AKU President Dr. Sulaiman Shahabuddin with AKU staff at the inauguration 
of the Sports and Rehabilitation Centre’s solar installation.



From Ideas To Impact
AKU President’s Challenge For Climate Solutions
Reimagining Food Systems for a Better Tomorrow

Climate change can feel like a problem too large for any one person to 
solve. But meaningful change often begins differently — with someone 
asking a simple question: What could we do differently?

Through the 2025 President’s Challenge for Climate Solutions, students 
across AKU’s campuses in Pakistan, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda were 
invited to explore that question through the theme “Bite into Change: 
Reimagining Food Systems for a Better Tomorrow.”

The challenge brought together 442 students in 122 teams, with 331 
students progressing to the Ideation Workshop stage. Through 
mentorship, workshops, exhibitions and expert feedback, students moved 
from understanding climate challenges to designing practical responses.

Their ideas addressed food waste, agricultural productivity, 
farmer-to-market connections, food distribution and ways of transforming 
waste into valuable resources. Fourteen teams ultimately reached the Final 
Idea Pitch Round, turning months of exploration and refinement into 
solutions with the potential to make a difference.

What makes the Challenge particularly meaningful is not simply the ideas 
produced, but the mindset it cultivates. Students were encouraged to see 
themselves not as observers of a changing world, but as people capable of 
shaping what comes next.

“We learned that food is more than 
a personal choice. In the age of 
climate change, the food we eat – 
and the food we waste – ultimately 
impacts everyone. If you ask me, 
that’s an empowering discovery. It’s 
empowering because it means that 
every time we go to eat – or to cook 
for others – we have the opportunity 
to do something good for the planet 
and our fellow human beings.”

Dr Sulaiman Shahabuddin
President & Vice-Chancellor 
Aga Khan University

Scan the QR code 
to learn more about 
the AKU President’s 
Challenge for Climate 
Solutions 

Winning Project of PCCS 2025: AKU Dabbawala (Pakistan)
Team members: Muqadasa Faqiri, Samrin Alam, Anisa Khan and Nadia Afsheen.

Explore AKU FAS

AKU Faculty of Arts and Sciences
The Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) at Aga Khan University offers a transformative 
undergraduate education designed to challenge assumptions, broaden perspectives and 
inspire purposeful action.

Bringing together the breadth of an arts and sciences education with AKU’s distinctive 
values, FAS encourages students to think across disciplines, engage deeply with complex 
questions and develop the intellectual and personal capacities to make a meaningful 
difference.

For students ready to explore, question and shape what comes next, FAS offers an 
education designed not simply to prepare them for a career, but to prepare them to think 
boldly, lead thoughtfully and act with purpose.

INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING
Explore four distinct majors: Asian & Middle Eastern Studies · Environmental Studies · 
Philosophy, Politics and Economics  · Social Development Studies

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
Gain experience through research, internships, fieldwork and community projects.

RESEARCH & INQUIRY
Develop the skills to explore complex questions and undertake independent research.

PURPOSEFUL LEADERSHIP
Build communication, creativity, ethical reasoning and a commitment to service.



Established by Aga Khan University in 2002, AKU-EB is 
Pakistan’s first private university-led examination board, 
advancing access to quality education through fair and 
rigorous examination and assessment.

Built on Pakistan’s national curriculum, our programmes 
bring international best practices in pedagogy, learning 
and assessment into diverse educational settings across 
the country, with relevance for education systems across 
the developing world and other contexts seeking locally 
responsive, internationally informed approaches.

From the Primary School Programme (PSP) and Middle 
School Programme (MSP) to the Secondary School 
Certificate (SSC) and Higher Secondary School Certificate 
(HSSC), AKU-EB offers a continuum of programmes from 
Grade 4 through Grade 12, grounded in inquiry-based 
approaches that prepare learners to think independently, 
engage with complexity and pursue further learning. PSP 
and MSP further use project-based learning to develop 
essential 21st-century skills. Through teacher training, 

learning resources and close collaboration with affiliated 
schools, we support educators in bringing these 
approaches into practice.

Research is at the heart of our work, informing the design, 
evaluation and continuous improvement of our 
programmes and assessments. Our assessment practices 
are grounded in fairness, transparency, validity and 
reliability, using evidence to strengthen how learning is 
measured and understood.

We are committed to widening opportunity through 
scholarships, access arrangements and initiatives that 
support participation. Our graduates progress to 
universities in Pakistan and around the world, reflecting 
pathways that open opportunities for further study and 
lifelong learning.

As part of Aga Khan University, we draw on a wider 
academic community spanning education, research and 
innovation. 

About AKU Examination Board

3 Aga Khan University Examination Board

Vision
To be a model of excellence and innovation in education for Pakistan and the developing world.

Values
Impact | Quality | Relevance | Access

Mission
• To increase access to quality education for lower and middle income students across Pakistan. 

• To inculcate a culture of higher order thinking in the youth through indigenous educational development and  
 assessment programmes.

• To acquire new knowledge through research and share best practices in education.
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Dr. Sulaiman Shahabuddin (S.I.)
President & Vice-Chancellor 
Aga Khan University

Message from the President
This is a proud moment for the Aga Khan University Examination 
Board. The number of students who take the Board’s examinations 
each year now stands at 26,000, triple the figure of a decade ago. 
At current rates, Board-affiliated schools will graduate more 
students in the next five years than in the first quarter-century of 
AKU-EB’s existence. The Board’s students continue to excel 
academically: half of all graduates are admitted to one of the top 15 
universities in Pakistan, and over the years students have been 
admitted to more than 200 universities outside Pakistan. As the 
Board’s scope has expanded, so too has its influence. It continues 
to work closely with public-sector institutions to improve the 
quality of learning assessment in Pakistan. 

The success of the Aga Khan University Examination Board 
reminds us that the problems facing Pakistan’s education system 
are not insurmountable. At the time of the Board’s founding, 
school-leaving examinations often privileged rote learning over 
critical thinking, while high-quality alternatives remained beyond 
the reach of many families. Today, thanks to AKU-EB, its affiliated 
schools, and the Board’s many supporters, students in more than 
400 schools have access to rigorous and affordable examinations, 
syllabi and learning opportunities that prepare them to thrive in the 
knowledge-based economy. Teachers also benefit from the 
Board’s efforts, with more than 25,000 educators from private and 
public schools across Pakistan having participated in AKU-EB 
training programmes.

The AKU-EB story contains a message for the young women and 
men honoured in these pages. Namely, that a strong, innovative, 
problem-focused institution can address important challenges and 
make a real difference in people’s lives. I hope that when the time 
comes for our most recent graduates to complete their studies and 
enter the workforce, they will seek out strong, innovative, 
problem-focused institutions to join – or perhaps found one 
themselves. 
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Dr. Tania Bubela
Provost & Vice President, Academic
Aga Khan University

Congratulations to this year’s AKU-EB High Achievers. Your results 
reflect ability, discipline, and perseverance, as well as the 
encouragement of your teachers, families, and friends. As you 
complete high school and prepare for university, you are entering a 
period of extraordinary possibility.

The theme “Finding Your Purpose” invites you to look beyond the 
next course, degree or career. Purpose is not always a single 
calling, nor is it something most people discover all at once. It is 
built over time through curiosity, reflection, experience and 
service—through the questions you ask, the values you uphold and 
the choices you make. 

Universities, like AKU, are places of exploration. Study deeply, but 
also widely. My own example is of a non-linear path, starting in 
biological sciences in Australia, combining science with law in 
Canada, becoming a public health researcher and then collating a 
life-time of skillsets into global academic leadership.

Seek out mentors as well as people and ideas that challenge you. 
Be willing to reconsider your assumptions, learn from setbacks and 
pursue opportunities you had not imagined. Your education should 
prepare you not only to succeed, but also to think critically, act 
ethically, both lead and follow, and contribute meaningfully to the 
lives of others.

Academic achievement has opened doors for you. Walk through 
them with confidence, but also with humility and a sense of 
responsibility. Pakistan and the wider world need graduates who 
can combine knowledge with empathy, ambition with integrity and 
innovation with concern for the common good.

As you begin this next chapter, remain open to where learning may 
lead you. Your purpose may evolve but let it always be grounded in 
the desire to make a positive difference. I wish you courage, 
fulfilment and continued success on the journey ahead.

Message from the Provost



Dr. Anjum Halai
Professor and Vice-Provost 
Aga Khan University

Today, as students’ celebrate their success in high-stakes 
examinations under the Aga Khan University Examination Board 
(AKU-EB), they also mark an important milestone and a turning 
point in their educational journey. It is at this stage that many 
students will choose pathways to higher education and career. 
Questions, priorities and decisions about programs and universities 
to choose are paramount at this juncture. 

However, these questions are not just related to academic 
pathways and career choices; they are integrally linked to the 
purpose and goals in life. Finding your purpose in life is a broad 
question that can be addressed philosophically or pragmatically. In 
the world today fragmented by conflict, war, deepening poverty 
and inequities, purpose(s) in life should be seen not just from the 
perspective of individual prosperity but also from a broader lens of 
service to the humanity.

I am confident that the strong academic preparation that underpins 
success in AKU-EB examinations also prepares students for such 
ethical choices and purpose(s) in life. 

I have been associated with the AKU-EB right from inception and 
seen this examination board leave a very large and positive imprint 
on the quality of education in Pakistan. I am sincerely grateful to the 
team at AKU-EB who have maintained a high bar of quality amid all 
the trials and tribulations. Well Done!

Congratulations to all those who have achieved success and have 
won awards in these examinations! May you shine brighter and rise 
higher!

Message from the Vice Provost
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Dr. Naveed Yousuf
CEO, Aga Khan University Examination Board
Associate Professor of Practice, Educational Development, 
Aga Khan University

To all our students, my warmest greetings!

Every student’s journey through education is shaped by moments 
of discovery, challenge, growth and possibility. Some moments 
bring recognition and celebration; others happen quietly in a 
question asked, a difficulty overcome, a new idea understood, or a 
confidence newly found.

There are questions that no examination can answer: What 
matters? What is worth pursuing? What kind of person do I want to 
become? These questions are important. 

You are growing up at a remarkable moment of rapid technological, 
social and environmental change, where new possibilities and 
challenges will require imagination, judgement and new ways of 
thinking.

In such a world, knowledge alone will not be enough. You will need 
curiosity to keep learning, adaptability when circumstances 
change, courage when choices are difficult, and the judgement to 
consider not only what technology makes possible, but what is 
right and worthwhile. You will need creativity, empathy and an 
openness to perspectives beyond your own.

Above all, you will need a sense of purpose.

Purpose does not mean doing something extraordinary, nor 
following a single path. It means understanding what matters to 
you, recognising your responsibilities, and choosing how you want 
to live and use your abilities. A purposeful life can take many forms: 
in a family, a profession, a community, a country, or beyond.

At the Aga Khan University Examination Board, we believe 
education should be about more than examinations. It should 
nurture curiosity, understanding and critical thinking, and give 
young people the ability to apply knowledge meaningfully in the 
world around them. Ultimately, education should help each student 
develop the confidence, character and capability to shape a 
meaningful life.

Each of you brings a different set of experiences, strengths, 
aspirations and possibilities. There is no single path to success, 
and no single moment that defines who you will become. Your 
journey continues long after any examination has ended.

So, keep learning, question assumptions, embrace new ideas, and 
let evidence guide your thinking, while pursuing excellence with 
kindness, integrity and respect.

May you live with purpose, remain open to possibility, and find 
fulfilment in the journey ahead.

I wish you continued learning and success in the years to come.

Message from the CEO
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Muhammad Saad
Korangi Academy, Karachi
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National Level Overall Position
Secondary School Certificate (SSC)

“My passion for mathematics, physics, 
and chemistry inspired me to pursue 
Pre-Engineering, with the ambition of 
becoming an aerospace engineer and 
astronomer. I am fascinated by how 
engineering and computing make flight 
possible and enable humanity to explore 
beyond our planet. The AKU-EB system 
has strengthened this curiosity by 
encouraging conceptual understanding, 
independent learning, and exploration 
beyond textbooks. I am grateful to my 
teachers for nurturing my passion and 
helping me see learning not simply as 
preparation for exams, but as a true 
pathway to discovering myself and my 
ambitions.” 

“Since joining AKU-EB in 2017, Korangi Academy has experienced a transformative 
journey towards academic excellence and meaningful learning.  

For a school serving an underprivileged community, having a National-Level High 
Achiever is deeply significant, demonstrating what students can achieve when given 
opportunity, dedication, and guidance. We deeply appreciate AKU-EB’s progressive 

assessment approach, which has strengthened conceptual learning, critical thinking, and 
application of knowledge at Korangi Academy.

 Equally, this journey would not have been possible without the dedication of our 
teachers, whose commitment and continuous learning have played a vital role in nurturing 
students’ potential. This achievement is a source of immense pride and inspiration for our 

entire community.”

Asma Nasir
Principal, Korangi Academy, Karachi
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Hafsa Bugti 
IBA Community College, Khairpur

13 Aga Khan University Examination Board

National Level Overall Position
Higher Secondary School Certificate (HSSC)

“I am the fifth child in my family to 
journey through the AKU-EB system, and I 
carry with me not only the strength of that 
foundation, but the hopes of those who 
have walked this path before me. As I 
prepare for the MDCAT and dream of 
studying Medicine at Aga Khan University, 
there is one man who simply believes in the 
person I am becoming, independent of any 
outcome—my father. His faith in me gives 
me the courage to dream boldly. AKU-EB 
has taught me to keep learning, to 
understand the needs of my time, and to 
use my education with purpose.” 

14High Achievers Awards 2026

“IBA Community College Khairpur proudly celebrates the remarkable national 
achievement of Hafsa Bugti, who secured first position nationwide. This 

prestigious distinction reflects her exceptional talent, unwavering dedication, 
perseverance, and pursuit of academic excellence, supported by her teachers, 

parents, and college administration. We express our sincere gratitude to AKU-EB 
for providing a credible and inclusive platform that empowers talented students, 

particularly from remote and underserved areas, to showcase their potential at the 
national level. Hafsa’s outstanding accomplishment has brought immense pride to 

our institution and continues to inspire students to aspire for excellence.”

Dr. Zubair Mughal
Principal, IBA Community College, Khairpur



Yumna Wajeeh
P.E.C.H.S. Girls’ School, Karachi

11 Aga Khan University Examination Board

National Level Overall Position
Secondary School Certificate (SSC)

“I aspire to become a cardiologist, 
specialising in interventional cardiology, 
where knowledge, precision, and 
compassion come together to save lives. I 
am drawn to the complexity of the human 
heart and the opportunity to turn scientific 
understanding into meaningful change for 
others. Beyond a career, I see medicine as a 
way to serve society and make a lasting 
difference. AKU-EB has strengthened this 
ambition through its intentional, evolving 
curriculum, encouraging me to think 
beyond memorisation, ask deeper questions, 
and approach learning with curiosity, 
purpose, and a desire to contribute.” 

“Achieving the first position at the National Level is a moment of immense pride 
and joy for our entire school community. We are particularly proud of the student’s 

dedication, perseverance and hard work, supported by the commitment and 
guidance of the teachers who have been part of her journey over the years. We 

believe that every child’s journey begins from the moment they become part of our 
school, and we strive to nurture them holistically, fostering curiosity, confidence, 

independent and critical thinking that stays with them throughout their school 
years and beyond. Seeing these values reflected in such an outstanding 

achievement is truly rewarding. This accomplishment has lifted our spirits and 
strengthened our determination to aim even higher.”

Bushra Nasir
Principal, P.E.C.H.S. Girls’ School
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Shah Jahan Mosque, Thatta
Let your inner light lead the way

Through its rhythmic arches and shifting perspectives, the corridor draws the 
eye forward, reminding us that direction is often revealed one step at a time. 

Like the journey of purposeful living, the path may unfold gradually—but a 
clear sense of what lies within can illuminate the way ahead.

Photo: Ghalib Hasnain

SINDH

“He who knows others is wise;
he who knows himself is enlightened.”

Lao Tzu (Chinese Philosopher)
from his book Tao Te Ching, Chapter 33
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Muhammad Saad
Yumna Wajeeh
Wajeeha Ali Khan
Ahmed Abdul Waheed
Zunair Ali

Korangi Academy, Karachi
P.E.C.H.S. Girls' School, Karachi
Green Shield Public School, Karachi
Happy Home School Clifton Campus, Karachi
Aga Khan School, Hyderabad

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition

Maria Kamran
Jia Kazmi
Syeda Hunaina Akhtar
Zunair Ali
Zainab Rehan
Faarah Umna
Ahmed Abdul Waheed
Muhammad Shaheer
Syed Abdul Sami Ahmed
Aarmish Sohail
Shamikh Sohail
Sunaila Fahad
Saher Imran Kheiri
Tasneem

P.E.C.H.S. Girls' School, Karachi
Habib Girls' School, Karachi
Creek High School, Karachi
Aga Khan School, Hyderabad
P.E.C.H.S. Girls' School, Karachi
P.E.C.H.S. Girls' School, Karachi
Happy Home School Clifton Campus, Karachi
Aga Khan School, Hyderabad
Habib Public School, Karachi
Happy Home O Level School
Happy Home O Level School
P.E.C.H.S. Girls' School, Karachi
The Mama Parsi Girls' Secondary School, Karachi
Private Candidate, Karachi

1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Computer Science
Science-Computer Science
Science-Computer Science
Science-Computer Science
Science-Computer Science
Science-Computer Science
Humanities
Humanities
Humanities

Group

Eisha Mustafa
Sherdha
Aasma Arshad
Inam Ur Rehman
Afifa
Bismah Asif
Maira Jabeen
Syed M. Kumail Raza Naqvi
Umra Azeem Khan
Abdul Qadir
Syed Khizar Ahmed
Waniya Siddiqui
Ali Salman
Syed M. Umair Aamir
Mahnoor Ahmed
Areefa
Maria Khuzeema
Mariam Khan
Farheen Aziz Tanoli

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Habib Girls' School, Karachi
Habib Public High School, Karachi
Habib Girls' School, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
MSB Educational Institute, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Habib Girls' School, Karachi
Habib Girls' School, Karachi
Private Candidate, Karachi
Habib Girls' School, Karachi
Private Candidate, Karachi

1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Science General
Science General
Science General
Science General
Commerce
Commerce
Commerce
Humanities
Humanities
Humanities
Humanities

Group

Hafsa Bugti
Eisha Mustafa
Umra Azeem Khan

IBA Community College, Khairpur
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Karimabad, Karachi

1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition

List of High Achievers from Sindh
REGIONAL LEVEL OVERALL POSITIONS (SSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL GROUP-WISE POSITIONS (SSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL OVERALL POSITIONS (HSSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL GROUP-WISE POSITIONS (HSSC)

“I aspire to specialise in obstetrics and gynaecology, with the hope of improving 
healthcare for women and families in underserved areas of Pakistan. AKU-EB has 
given me a strong foundation for higher education, but its value goes far beyond 
academic preparation. It has taught me to remain curious and embrace lifelong 

learning, to be empathetic, to care about others, and to appreciate the many 
perspectives that shape our world. It has also encouraged me to discover who I am, 

what matters to me, and what I want my knowledge to mean beyond myself. I 
believe that is where the true purpose of education lies: not simply in preparing us 
for what comes next, but in helping us understand how we can use what we learn 

to contribute to the lives of others. I hope my answer will always be to serve.”

Aasma Arshad (HSSC)
High Achiever 2026

Habib Girls’ School, Karachi

Thar, Sindh
Where the Desert Endures

Life in Thar has always been shaped by heat, water and the rhythms of rainfall. 
But a changing climate is making that balance increasingly fragile. Rising 
temperatures, erratic rainfall and prolonged dry periods are intensifying water 
stress and placing greater pressure on agriculture, livestock and the 
communities that depend on them.

Photo: Sushmita Balasubramani

Watch
In a Hotter World

The struggle to survive in 
Thar is a testament to the 
resilience of the people 
and wildlife, forced to 
endure in a hotter world. 

Voices from the Roof     
of the World | Season 2









PUNJAB

Shalimar Gardens, Lahore
Look beyond what lies before you

Each arch frames another view, creating a succession of perspectives 
that invites us to look beyond the immediate. Purpose, too, is shaped 

by the ability to see beyond the present moment—to recognise 
possibility, choose a direction, and move towards it with intention.

17 Aga Khan University Examination Board

“What you seek, you are.
The seeker and the sought are one.”

Rumi
Divan-e Shams



Mianwali, Punjab
The Fields We Inherit

The fields of Mianwali are shaped by agriculture, heat and water. Yet a changing 
climate is making this relationship increasingly uncertain. Rising temperatures, 
unpredictable rainfall and increasingly severe floods can disrupt crops, damage 
farmland and threaten the livelihoods of communities that depend on the land.

Photo: Mujahid Ahmad

“AKU-EB changed the way I understood education. I entered with the 
familiar idea that success meant remembering enough information to perform 

well in exams, but gradually I learned that real learning comes from 
questioning, analysing, and understanding how ideas connect. That shift 
gave me greater confidence in my own thinking and changed the way I 

approach difficult problems.

I now want to take that mindset into medicine, where I hope to specialise in 
cardiothoracic surgery.”

Abdul Basit (HSSC)
High Achiever 2026

Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar

Watch
Starving for Change

Watch the film to find out 
how sustainable farming 
can rebuild Pakistan's 
agriculture sector. 

Voices from the Roof     
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Muneefa Ahmad
Sajeela Najeeb
Ariba Wasim
Tashifa Aleem

Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar

1st
2nd
3rd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition

Nigarish Muzaffer
Saleha Noreen
Muneefa Ahmad
Saira Rashid Bhatti
Hadaya Tirmizi
Zohaib Ali
Shahveer Ghauri

Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Bloomfield Hall School Junior & Upper Branch for Girls, Lahore
Harsukh Higher Secondary School, Lahore
Bloomfield Hall School Junior & Upper Branch for Boys, Lahore

1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Computer Science
Science-Computer Science
Science-Computer Science

Group

Abdul Basit
Saba Amatul Noor
Yasir Mahmood
Sabeeka Waqar
Atiya Tul Hayee Aysha
Maliha Zaheer
Abeera Ahsan
Ashir Abdullah
Hania Khalil
Noor Ud Din
Malahat Riaz
Saima Ali Khuhro
Faaz Ahmed Mir
Amna Siddiqa

Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Private Candidate, Chenab Nagar
Harsukh Higher Secondary School, Lahore
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Science General
Science General
Science General
Humanities
Humanities
Humanities

Group

Abdul Basit
Maliha Zaheer
Sabeeka Waqar

Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar

1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition

List of High Achievers from Punjab
REGIONAL LEVEL OVERALL POSITIONS (SSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL GROUP-WISE POSITIONS (SSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL OVERALL POSITIONS (HSSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL GROUP-WISE POSITIONS (HSSC)



Shayan Aleem
Amtul Baseer Maira
Sbiqa Ahmed
Faran Shams
Shayan Aleem
Hiba Tul Ghalib
Muhammad Maarij
Alisha Rehman
Sania Shameer
Attia Tul Shafi
Hala Nadeem
Hania Nasir
Naila Khalid
Samreen Naveed
Sania Tahir
Shafia Nadeem
Affan Ahsan
Krishan Ahmed Ubair
Mahid Ahmed
Moeez Ali Hamza
Mohsin Ahmad
Amtul Baseer Maira
Aroosa Hadi
Kashaf Khalid
Naila Ahmad
Namood-E-Sehar Maya
Sarah Ahmad
Sbiqa Ahmed
Taqdees Ahmad
Aaima Noor
Amna Zahoor Bhutta
Muneefah Tahir
Syeda Ayat Fatima
Muhammad Maarij
Muhammad Muttahar Zafar
Aman Fatima
Ayezah Rehan
Syeda Hafsa Zafar
Haya Batool Hashmi
Ablah Abeel Ahmad
Amtul Baseer Maira
Sbiqa Ahmed
Hania Saleem
Hala Nadeem
Shayan Aleem
Amtul Baseer Maira

Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Boys Branch)
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nasir Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nasir Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bloomfield Hall School Junior & Upper Branch for Girls, Lahore
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Boys Branch)
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Boys Branch)
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Girls Branch)
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Girls Branch)
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Girls Branch)
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar

Candidate
Biology
Biology
Biology
Chemistry
Chemistry
Chemistry
Computer Science
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
Islamiyat
Mathematics
Mathematics
Physics
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (SSC-I)

Punhal Laal Shah
Safia
Sajeela Najeeb
Anees Ahmad
Saira Rashid Bhatti
Tanzeela Zafar
Faryal Khan
Sariya Zahid
Ariba Wasim
Nabiha Tariq
Hadaya Tirmizi
Syeda Amatul Muqeet
Punhal Laal Shah
Nabiha Tariq
Muneefa Ahmad
Arslan Ahmad
Laiq Ahmad Tahir
Nooram Eman Anwar
Saleha Fateh
Syeda Hiba Tul Ghalib
Tanzeela Zafar
Baria Maqbool
Tooba Khalid
Anees Ahmad
Daniyal Zafar
Fariha Zafar
Inayah Jamshed
Tashifa Aleem
Abeea Ameer
Saleha Noreen
Ariba Wasim
Muneefa Ahmad
Tooba Khalid
Arslan Ahmad
Basma Ikram
Hadia Ayesha
Hafsa Nasir
Ariba Wasim
Daniyal Zafar
Saira Rashid Bhatti
Emaan Sajid
Saleha Noreen
Sajeela Najeeb
Baria Maqbool

Harsukh Higher Secondary School, Lahore
Harsukh Higher Secondary School, Lahore
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bloomfield Hall School Junior & Upper Branch for Girls, Lahore
Bloomfield Hall School Junior & Upper Branch for Girls, Lahore
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Harsukh Higher Secondary School, Lahore
Bloomfield Hall School Junior & Upper Branch for Girls, Lahore
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Boys School, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Girls High School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Bayout-ul-Hamd Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar
Maryam Siddiqa Girls Higher Secondary School, Chenab Nagar

Candidate
Art and Model Drawing
Art and Model Drawing
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology
Chemistry
Civics
Computer Science
English Compulsory
General Science
General Science
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Pakistan Studies
Pakistan Studies
Pakistan Studies
Pakistan Studies
Pakistan Studies
Pakistan Studies
Pakistan Studies
Physics
Physics
Physics
Physics
Physics
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (SSC-II)



Muhammad Rohan
Kamran Badar
Muhammad Rohan
Muawaz Ahmad
Jazbah Ahmad
Jazba Nadeem
Amatul Musawir
Amarah Khalid
Awais Ahmad
Moeen Ahmad
Hiba Tul Musawar
Javeriya Kanwal
Muhammad Ahmad Bajwa
Muhammad Rayyan
Hafsa Amir
Muhammad Rohan
Muawaz Ahmad
Kamran Badar
Rohan Khalid
Kamran Badar
Arwah Mansoor

Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Boys Branch)
Siddeeq Public School & College, Rawalpindi (Boys Branch)
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar

Candidate
Biology
Business Mathematics
Chemistry
Computer Science
Computer Science
English Compulsory
Fine Arts
Geography
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Pakistan Culture
Physics
Physics
Principles of Accounting
Principles of Commerce
Principles of Economics
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (HSSC-I)

Mirza Abdullah Wali
Zaeem Ahmad
Abdul Basit
Sabeeka Waqar
Mirza Abdullah Wali
Zaeem Ahmad
Abdul Basit
Zaeem Ahmad
Hania Khalil
Yasir Mahmood
Faaz Ahmed Mir
Tanzeela Fazal
Tabish Mahmood
Abdul Rehman
Afshan Tanvir
Amtul Shafi Bajwah
Sabeeka Waqar
Nayab Seher
Maliha Zaheer
Saba Amatul Noor
Abdul Basit
Yasir Mahmood
Saba Amatul Noor
Faaz Ahmed Mir
Abdul Basit
Asif Iqbal
Haania Sadaf
Sania Wakeel
Atishbah Tahir
Maliha Zaheer
Tabish Mahmood

Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Harsukh Higher Secondary School, Lahore
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Harsukh Higher Secondary School, Lahore
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jahan College, Chenab Nagar
Nusrat Jehan Academy Inter College, Chenab Nagar

Candidate
Banking
Banking
Biology
Biology
Business Statistics
Business Statistics
Chemistry
Commercial Geography
Computer Science
English Compulsory
Fine Arts
Geography
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Mathematics
Pakistan Culture
Pakistan Studies
Physics
Physics
Sociology
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (HSSC-II)



KP & AJK

Birmoghlasht, Chitral
The journey begins with a step

Amid the rolling hills of Birmoghlasht, a path leads quietly towards the 
mountains, with the Hindu Kush rising beyond. Not every destination 

is visible from where we begin, but purpose gives meaning to the 
journey—guiding each step towards what lies ahead.

Photo: Affaa Clicks
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When I set my heart on a distant goal,
I follow my dreams with a steadfast soul.

I turn not away from the rugged way,
Nor fear the fierce flames that before me may stay.

For whoever will not dare the mountain to climb
Will remain in the valleys through all of their time.

Abu al-Qasim al-Shabbi

 (The Will to Live) إرادة الحياة

English poetic adaptation prepared with the 
assistance of AI, based on the original text.



Garam Chashma, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Where the Mountains Give

In the high valleys of Chitral, mountain snow and glaciers sustain rivers, fields 
and communities below. But a warming climate is altering this delicate system. 
Rising temperatures, changing snowfall and accelerating glacier loss are shifting 
the timing and availability of water, while increasing the risk of floods and glacial 
lake outburst events.

Photo: Shazib Ali

“Growing up in a remote village, I have seen people live with pain and illness for 
years, sometimes accepting their suffering as an unavoidable part of life. Limited 
access to healthcare and a lack of awareness often mean that people do not know 
when they should seek help or that better care is possible. These experiences have 
shaped my decision to pursue medicine. I want to become a doctor who not only 

treats illness, but also helps communities recognise that living with preventable or 
treatable suffering should not be considered normal.

My years with AKU-EB have shaped me academically in a very different but 
equally important way. Its emphasis on concepts rather than memorisation taught 

me to ask questions, understand the reasons behind what I learn, and apply 
knowledge to unfamiliar situations. This has made me a more independent learner 

and has strengthened my confidence in tackling challenges.

My hope is that, one day, I can stand in a community like the one I grew up in 
and offer something that was often missing when I was young: access, awareness, 
and hope. If my journey can help even one person believe that their pain does not 
have to be their normal, I will feel that I have given meaning to where my own 

journey began.”

Muniba Aziz (HSSC)
High Achiever 2026

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Kuragh

Watch
A Cry from the Mountains

Noman Hashim
Farid Ahmad
Sadia Tahir

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral

1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition

Noman Hashim
Farid Ahmad
Anishka Hussain
Abiha Abbasi

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Bagh Grammar School

1st
2nd
3rd
1st

Candidate SchoolPosition
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Biology
Science-Computer Science

Group

Muniba Aziz
Mubashir Ul Hassan
Jalwa Hussain
Muddasir Shahkar
Afifa Amir
Saqib Murad
Aalleen Zeb Sultan
Tanveera Qatrina Hussain
Zeeshan Elahi
Arifa Khushnood
Sonia Syed

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Medical
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Engineering
Science General
Science General
Science General

Group

Muniba Aziz
Afifa Amir
Saqib Murad

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral

1st
2nd
3rd

Candidate SchoolPosition

List of High Achievers from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Azad Jammu & Kashmir

REGIONAL LEVEL OVERALL POSITIONS (SSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL GROUP-WISE POSITIONS (SSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL OVERALL POSITIONS (HSSC)

REGIONAL LEVEL GROUP-WISE POSITIONS (HSSC)

Watch how glacial lake 
outburst flood (GLOF) 
swept away bridges and 
villages in the valley 
below the Shisper glacier.
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Bakhtawar Sabahat
Saliha Rehman
Farooq Ali
Saliha Rehman
Sami Ullah Baig
Afaq Iqbal
Shehroz Wali
Mutahhara Wali
Ali Hasnain
Faizan Akmal
Humayoun Said
Sohail Akbar
Anosha Khan
Inshan Karam

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Bagh Grammar School
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral

Candidate
Biology
Biology
Chemistry
Chemistry
Computer Science
English Compulsory
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Physics
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (SSC-I)

Altaf Hussain Shah
Noman Hashim
Alina Jahan
Abiha Abbasi
Darakhshan Nazneen
Duaa Baig
Salman Ilahi
Arshi Pari Farhal
Darakhshan Nazneen
Kishwar Rubi
Salman Ilahi
Zahila Zameer Khan
Mafaz Ali Shah
Shahzain Ali
Manahil Karim
Marya Kanwal
Sadia Tahir

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Bagh Grammar School
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Bagh Grammar School
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Booni
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral

Candidate
Biology
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
English Compulsory
Islamiyat
Mathematics
Mathematics
Pakistan Studies
Pakistan Studies
Physics
Physics
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (SSC-II)

Afroza Sardar
Ifra Shazre Hamid
Manahil Ali
Suhana Muskan
Jawad Ali Shahaan
Muhammad Ruhail Qasim
Zahid Ali
Mashroofa Fahaar
Zahid Ali
Abdul Ahad
Aitizaz Hassan
Azhar Ali Shah
Noman Khalid
Ifra Shazre Hamid
Ryhaan Ali Shah
Abdul Ahad
Ryhaan Ali Shah
Alida Allauddin
Dua Nizar
Suhana Muskan
Umme Kulsoom
Zahid Ali

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral

Candidate
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology
Chemistry
Chemistry
Chemistry
Chemistry
Chemistry
Computer Science
English Compulsory
Mathematics
Mathematics
Physics
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (HSSC-I)

Ishwa Ali
Zuhria Zafar
Muhammad Saqib Ullah
Zeeshan Elahi
Sehba Noor
Saqib Murad
Muniba Aziz
Alwina Nazim
Nadia Manzoor
Aalleen Zeb Sultan
Arifa Khushnood
Kiran Saba
Afifa Amir
Jalwa Hussain
Saqib Murad
Muniba Aziz
Sehba Noor

Aga Khan High School Susoom, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral
Aga Khan Higher Secondary School Kuragh, Chitral

Candidate
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Computer Science
English Compulsory
English Compulsory
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Islamiyat
Mathematics
Pakistan Studies
Physics
Physics
Physics
Urdu Compulsory
Urdu Compulsory

SubjectSchool

REGIONAL LEVEL SUBJECT-WISE POSITIONS (HSSC-II)



GILGIT-BALTISTAN

Royal Balcony, Baltit Fort, Hunza
A wider view begins within

From the heights of Baltit Fort, the landscape opens into a vast 
horizon—revealing how perspective can transform the way we see the world. 

Purpose begins in much the same way: by looking inward, understanding 
what guides us, and allowing that inner clarity to shape the view ahead.

Photo: Amy Kim
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I know that life is fleeting, yet I ask—
Must life, for being brief, be without a task?

If one holds a purpose, a vision in sight,
Even a humble existence can take flight.

One truth has grown clear to me, and I speak what I know,
Though I am no man of the world, with its ways I do not 

claim to know.

Why should a human wander, without aim or sign,
Through the wilderness of time, with no path to define?

For whatever life may be, through shadow or light,
It is not an autumn leaf, surrendered to the wind’s flight.

Akhtar Bastavi

 (The Purpose of Life) مقصدِ حیات

English poetic adaptation prepared with the 
assistance of AI, based on the original text.



Baltoro Glacier, Gilgit-Baltistan
Where the Ice Meets Tomorrow

The glaciers of the Karakoram are more than immense landscapes of ice—they 
are part of the water system that sustains communities far beyond the moun-
tains. A warming climate is changing snow and ice dynamics across the region, 
altering melt patterns and increasing risks to downstream communities. What 
happens to these frozen landscapes ultimately reaches far beyond them.

Photo: Guilhem Vellut

“My journey with AKU-EB began in Grade 8, and over the years, it has changed 
more than just the way I study. It has taught me to stay calm when I do not 

immediately have an answer, to look at problems from different angles, and to keep 
going when something feels difficult. With time, I began to see these not just as 
academic skills, but as qualities I would need in the person I hope to become.

I aspire to become a trauma surgeon. What draws me to this field is the thought of 
being able to help someone at a moment when they may be facing one of the most 
critical situations of their life. Trauma surgery demands quick thinking, steady 
hands, sound judgement, and, perhaps most importantly, the ability to remain 

composed when others are afraid. I know that becoming that kind of doctor will 
require years of learning, discipline, and resilience, but that is precisely the 

challenge I want to take on.”

Aliza Ehsan (HSSC)
High Achiever 2026

Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Gilgit

Watch
The Sky is Far, The Earth is Tough

Watch how climate 
change is impacting health 
and mental well-being of 
mountain communities. 

Voices from the Roof     
of the World | Season 1
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Sana Khan
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In pursuit of fostering academic excellence and quality education across Pakistan, AKU Examination Board launched the 
Jenabai Awards scholarship programme for AKU-EB students across Pakistan. The scholarship is directed towards 
recognising and honouring the outstanding academic achievement of AKU-EB students, and to support their future 
aspirations.

The Jenabai Awards comprise of merit-based scholarships cov ering the a nnual examination fees for three consecutive 
grades: SSC-II (Grade 10), HSSC-I (Grade 11) and HSSC-II (Grade 12). Starting from 2024, the scholarship is awarded on 
the basis of students’ outstanding performance in SSC-I (Grade 9) examinations. This scholarship is a hallmark of the 
Board’s collective dedication to ensuring that its  students have access to quality education that equips them with skills, 
knowledge and competencies necessary to thrive in an ever changing world.

The Jenabai Awards

The Aga Khan University Examination Board gratefully acknowledges the Jenabai Hussainali Shariff Family’s generosity in 
funding the Jenabai Awards.

309 99210

In 2026, the scholarship has been awarded to:

Students
across
Pakistan

Sindh

91 34125

Punjab

11 0415

KP & AJK

28 1745

Gilgit-Baltistan

80 44124

23 Aga Khan University Examination Board

Letter to the Jenabai Family 

Open Here

Zainab Waseem
MBBS, Dow University of Health 
Sciences, Pakistan
Jenabai Scholar 2025
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Dear Jenabai Family,

There was a time when becoming a Jenabai Scholar felt like a distant dream to me.

I remember seeing the scholarship announcement aster my HSSC-I results and thinking, 
perhaps I could do this. From that day on, whenever I felt tired or unmotivated, I would 
open that PDF and remind myself of what I was working towards. I did not know then 
that believing in that possibilit� would change the way I saw my f�t�re.

On Friday, 28 July, at 10:22am, 2025 my mother received the call. By then, I had almost 
convinced myself that the dream was not going to come t��e. Then, suddenly, it did.

I remember hugging my mother, calling my friends and family, and ordering sweets. I 
was on top of the world, without a wor�� in it. But I remember the pride in my parents' 
eyes. I don't think any�hing could ever match it.

The scholarship gave me much more than an achievement to put on my record. It 
changed the way I think about what is possible.

Before, my first question when facing an ambitious goal was, Can I really do this? Now, I 
ask, What would I have to do to get there? It taught me that some dreams do not 
become less frightening; we simply become braver about pursuing them.

My jour�ey was not always easy. There were family occasions I missed, holidays I had to 
cut shor�, and many long, lonely hours spent st�dying. During those moments, I would 
imagine the f�t�re version of myself - the one who had made it through - and wonder 
what she would say. Somehow, that was enough to keep going.

When I look back, I realise that my education was never only about examinations or 
g�ades. My parents, both teachers, taught me that I could achieve what I set my mind to, 
but that nothing would simply be handed to me. My teachers saw potential in me when 
I was still a shy girl, and my friends stood beside me when things became difficult. I have 
come to believe that we are a living mosaic of ever�one who has touched our lives, 
car��ing their lessons, kindness and wisdom within us.

The Jenabai Scholarship is now one of those pieces in mine.

It has taught me to dream bigger, work consistently and step beyond what feels 
comfor�able. Most impor�antly, it has taught me not to let an achievement become my 
identit�. I want to be proud of what I accomplish without letting it define me, and 
remain willing to lear�, accept setbacks and keep becoming a better version of myself.

Today, I hope to become a surgeon. But I do not want to be simply a technically excellent 
doctor. I want to become the kind of doctor who never loses the human side of medicine. 
I hope empathy remains at the cent�e of how I t�eat people.

You did not simply invest in a st�dent. You invested in a young person lear�ing to 
believe in herself, persevere, remain g�ounded when things went well, and think about 
the person she wants to become - not just the things she wants to achieve.

I hope I can give someone else the same feeling of possibilit� your scholarship gave me: 
the courage to think, perhaps I can do this too.

Thank you for believing in st�dents like me. Your generosit� has become par� of my 
stor�, and I hope that, in the years ahead, the person I become will be wor�hy of the faith 
you placed in me.

With deepest g�atit�de,

Zainab Waseem
MBBS, Dow Universit� of Health Sciences, Pakistan
Jenabai Scholar 2025

Zainab Waseem









The AKU-EB Bridge Scholarship is awarded on the basis of merit and financial need. It funds two years of education for 
students aiming to complete their HSSC from an AKU-EB affiliated school or college.

For Karachi, the scholarship contributes to the monthly school/ college tuition fees, annual book allowance and full 
coverage of AKU-EB examination fees and for GB & C, the merit-based scholarship covers the examination fees for the 
two academic years. 

AKU-EB Bridge Scholarship

AKU-EB Bridge Scholarship 2026 
recipients from Karachi will be 
announced in October 2026.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Ahil Ahmed

Aliyan Ali

Anfaal Arif

Ariba Karim

Arslan Wazir

Ayema Faryal

Faiza Farman

Hamna Sahar

Hariyal Khoshwakht

Kawish Mehboob

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Komal Karim

Manahil Aman

Naila Naz

Rohina Rani

Sara Ejaz

Shayan Didar

Sheezal Nawaz

Shuaib Akhter

Syed Nouman Shah

Yamliha Batool

AKU-EB Bridge Scholarship 2026 (GB & C) AKU-EB Bridge 
Scholarship 2026 (Karachi)

The Aga Khan University Examination Board gratefully acknowledges the Fancy Foundation’s generosity in funding the 
AKU-EB Bridge Scholarship.

277 116

161

Karachi

GB & C

62%

59%

38%

41%

From 2014 to 2026, the scholarship has been awarded to:

Students
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I became interested in history when I realised that 
knowing what happened was only the beginning; the 
harder question was understanding why. 

A historical event may have a date, a place and a 
name, but behind it are people making choices, 
carrying memories and seeing the same world 
differently. The more I studied history, the more I 
began to think of it as a puzzle. One piece can tell us 
what happened; finding the pieces around it can help 
us understand why.

This is also why I wonder how many conflicts in our 
world might look different if we knew more of the 
histories behind them. We often encounter people we 
call the “other” without knowing the experiences that 
shaped them. But when we go back, trace the events 
and listen to different perspectives, the picture 
becomes more complicated, and more human. 
Understanding another person’s history does not 
mean agreeing with them. It means recognising that 
their story exists.

That is the kind of understanding I want to pursue.

I am studying Comparative Humanities at Habib 
University, concentrating in Literature and History. I 
want to build a future around writing, research and 
creative work because I am fascinated by how stories 
shape our understanding of people and societies. 
History helps me find the pieces; literature allows me 
to hear the voices within them.

My journey towards this began at school. At AKU-EB, 
I learned to question what I knew and remain curious 
about what I did not. Doing well in my Matriculation 
and Intermediate examinations gave me the 
confidence to push beyond what I had thought 
possible.

There were difficult moments too. Low marks in tests 
and mock examinations sometimes made me question 
myself. Eventually, I learned to treat those moments 
not as verdicts, but as information: something to 
understand, learn from and work through.

The AKU-EB Bridge Scholarship was another turning 
point. It made opportunities I had once considered out 
of reach feel possible, and gave me the confidence to 
pursue a scholarship at university. I later received the 
Habib University Meritorious Award for my academic 
performance.

Today, I also write for youth-led magazines, fulfilling a 
dream I carried from childhood.

I do not yet know where this path will lead. But I know 
I want to keep searching, for the missing pieces, the 
untold stories and the perspectives that help us see 
one another more fully.

The Stories We Leave Untold

Zubia Rani
BA (Hons), Comparative Humanities, Habib University
Nasra School (Malir Campus), Karachi
AKU-EB Bridge Scholar 2023
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The AKU-EB Harji Scholarship is awarded to students who have completed their SSC through AKU-EB. This is a 
merit-based scholarship for students from Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitral to pursue their HSSC from any AKU-EB affiliated 
institution.

The scholarship covers the full AKU-EB examination fees for both HSSC-I and HSSC-II. Each year, 40 students from 
Chitral, Ghizer, Gilgit and Hunza are awarded the scholarship.

AKU-EB Harji Scholarship

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Afroza Ghaffari

Ahad Ali

Ahad Zia

Ahsan Ali

Aneeda Nasim

Arham Ali

Azha Khalil

Daniyal Aziz

Fardan Ali

Farhan Ali

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Fazil-Ur-Rehman

Iba Afzal

Ishall Ali Rustam

Jubilee Bulbul

Kashif Wali

Kishwar Rubi

Manahil Karim

Mehwish Bulbul

Muhammad Adil

Muhammad Ali Mir

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Naila Bibi

Naila Nayab

Naina Sultan

Naqib Ullah

Niha Jan

Nina Ayub

Reesha Khan

Rifat Zafar

Roshni Ikram

Sahara Nadir

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Shayan Ali

Sheryar Karim

Sohana Niat

Sunaina Karim

Syed Ali Hasnat

Tanees Akbar

Zeeshan Afzal

Zinnia Khan

Zoha Shahzad

Zoya Aslam

AKU-EB Harji Scholarship 2026

The Aga Khan University Examination Board gratefully acknowledges the A.B. Harji Family Foundation’s generosity in 
funding the AKU-EB Harji Scholarship.

80 65

15

Gilgit-Baltistan

Chitral

58.5%

60%

41.5%

40%

From 2025, the scholarship has been awarded to:

Students
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My journey has always been driven by a desire to 
learn.

With the Aga Khan University Examination Board 
(AKU-EB), I discovered that learning is about much 
more than remembering facts. I began to ask more 
questions, think critically and look at problems from 
different perspectives. Over time, this way of learning 
changed how I approach challenges. Instead of seeing 
them simply as problems to solve, I began to see them 
as opportunities to learn and grow.

Along the way, I received the Harji Scholarship. For my 
family, this support eased an important financial 
burden and helped me continue my education with 
greater confidence. For me, it was also deeply 
meaningful to know that someone believed in my 
potential and was willing to support my future. The 
support allowed me to focus more fully on my studies 
and make the most of my education.

With that focus came the opportunity to explore my 
interests more deeply. I found myself increasingly 
drawn to technology, particularly artificial intelligence 
and its potential to transform the way we live and work. 
I hope to pursue university studies in Data Science and 
AI at a university in Italy, where I can deepen my 
knowledge and build the skills to work with 
technologies shaping our world.

For me, education is about continuing to explore, learn 
and grow. The knowledge and skills I gain today will 
shape the possibilities I can create tomorrow. I am 
grateful to the Harji Scholarship for helping me 
continue this journey and for giving me the confidence 
to pursue the future I imagine for myself.

When Support Shapes Direction 

Ayan Faisal
Mehnaz Fatima Montessori and 
Inclusive Education Center
AKU-EB Harji Scholar 2025
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The Chevron Scholarship is a need-based scholarship that supports 160 deserving students of Diamond Jubilee Model 
School, Rahimabad, Gilgit, by covering their SSC and HSSC examination fees through AKU-EB.

Chevron Scholarship

The Aga Khan University Examination Board gratefully acknowledges the 
donor for generously funding the Chevron Scholarship.

148 57% 43%

From 2025, the scholarship has been awarded to:

Students
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Growing up in Gilgit in a digital age, I became fascinated by how technology could 
solve problems around us. I began to see that computer science was no longer 
limited to computers. From education and agriculture to healthcare, business and 
almost every field in between, technology and data are changing how we understand 
problems and find solutions. I wanted to be part of that change.

My journey at AKU-EB helped me develop the way of thinking I would need. Its 
concept-based approach taught me to look beyond memorising answers, 
understand connections between ideas and solve problems logically. I became more 
curious, independent and disciplined as a learner. These skills prepared me not only 
for examinations, but for university and life beyond them.

Receiving the Chevron Scholarship was another defining moment. It brought 
immense pride and relief to my family and me. By easing the burden of my annual 
examination fees, it allowed me to concentrate fully on my studies. More than 
financial support, it felt like someone was saying, “We believe in your potential.” That 
belief gave me an even greater sense of responsibility to work hard and give back.

Today, I am pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Statistics with Data Science at 
Government College University Lahore. I chose this path because data is 
everywhere, and I want to use it to understand real-world problems and help build 
solutions that contribute to Pakistan’s progress.

For me, the Chevron Scholarship was more than support. It was a spark for what 
comes next.

When Passion Finds a Spark

Zaki Mehdi
BSc Statistics and Data Science, Government College University, Lahore
AKU-EB Graduate 2026
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List of Chevron Scholarship Recipients 2025
Abban Sarfaraz
Abbas Haider
Abdul Mueez
Abdul Naveed
Abiha Babar
Abiha Zahra
Adnan Abbas
Afnan Rahim
Afreen Ahmed
Ahad Hussain
Ahmar Abbas
Aima Zehra
Aisha Khan
Aiza Abbas
Aiza Shams
Aleena Ali
Ali Eden
Ali Yazdan
Alishba Nawaz
Anam Ahmed
Anam Karim
Angel Pari
Araiz
Arham Ali
Arham Karim
Ariyan Ahmad
Arsalan Abbas
Arsalan Abbas
Asif Khan
Asim Haider

Athar Hassan
Attiya Nazir
Aurang Zaib Ali Baig
Ayan Abbas
Ayan Amin
Ayman Amin
Babar Ali Waris
Danish Abbas
Dia Rehman
Diya Zulfiqar
Durre Adan Aliya
Emaan Ali
Eshal Khan
Fareena Farman
Farzeen Barcha
Fidak Zahra
Hamdan Amjad
Hamid Karim
Hisam Uddin
Ibrar Karim
Iffat Kulsoom
Ilham Karim
Imaad Uddin
Insha Ali
Iqra Batool
Iqra Ghulam
Iqra Nazir
Isma Batool
Jibran Mehdi
Jiya Akhtar

Jiya Ali
Junaid Hassan
Kamil Hussain
Karrar Hussain
Kashf Ul Huda
Kubra Mursaleen
Laiba Amir
Maha Baig
Malaika Pari
Maryam Kazim
Maryam Zahra
Masood Rais Khan
Mehdia Batool
Mehdiya Hussain
Mubeen Uddin
Mubina Noor
Muhammad Akbar
Muhammad Ali
Muhammad Maisum
Muhammad Mashaim
Muhammad Mehdi
Muhammad Sanni
Muqadas Amin
Mureed Abbas
Muskan Alam
Muskan Shahid
Naeema Batool
Nafeesa Batool
Nayab Karim
Nayab Zahra

Neha Khan
Nida Abbas
Niha Nasir
Niha Rahim
Nihal Ronaq
Nisha Baig
Noor Zehra
Qaim Ali
Rafia Ali
Reeha Ali
Rehman Ali
Rida Zahra
Roshna Rehmat
Sada Karim
Sadaqat Ghulam
Sahir Ahmed
Saira Khan
Sajal Waseem
Sami Ullah Baig
Sanam Amir Nawaz
Saneel Abbas
Sania Jalal
Saniha Nadeem
Sara Asghar
Sara Shah
Saroshi Najeeb
Sayam Uddin
Sayam Uddin
Seemi Batoolaa
Sehrish Asghar

Shah Zain
Shayan Abbas
Shayan Abbas
Sillah Zahra
Sinan Karim
Siraj Khan
Soha Zahra
Subhan Karim
Sumera Shah
Summera Faqir
Sunehri Kiran
Syed Pasdar Hussain
Syeda Disha Fatima
Taiba Zahra
Tashfain Aziz
Tawassul Zahra
Um-E-Abiha
Urooj Fatima
Uzma Hussain
Wajeeha Noor
Zahra
Zain Ul Abideen
Zaki Mehdi
Zebayish Khan
Zeeshan Karim
Zofshan Murtaza
Zuha Ali
Zuhaib Khan

Photo: Taseer Beyg



The Aga Khan University Examination Board gratefully acknowledges the 
generosity of its donors and partners whose support helps expand access to quality 

education and create opportunities for deserving students across Pakistan.

The AKU-EB Meritorious Scholarship is awarded to students who have completed their SSC from any examination board 
in Pakistan and wish to continue their HSSC from any AKU-EB affiliated college in Karachi.

The scholarship covers the full AKU-EB examination fees for both HSSC-I and HSSC-II. Each year, 10 students are 
awarded the scholarship.

AKU-EB Meritorious Scholarship

AKU-EB Meritorious Scholarship 2026 recipients 
will be announced in October 2026.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Aina Beg

Ali Zain

Ayesha Syed Ahmed Ali

Fatima Faheem

Kehkashan Anjum

Khaula Asim 

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Rimsha Khan

Rumaisa Dhedhi

Soha Laljee

Umm E Samra

Warda Ahmed

AKU-EB Meritorious Scholarship 2025

A Dream Taking Shape

AKU-EB gratefully acknowledges Dr. Safiuddin 
Siddiqui and the Meritorious Education Network 

for their generosity in funding the AKU-EB 
Meritorious Scholarship.   

I aspire to pursue medicine at Aga Khan University, one of Pakistan’s 
leading medical institutions, and eventually specialise in surgery.

My interest in medicine grew from wondering how something as complex 
as the human body can be understood, treated and, sometimes, repaired. 
Project-based learning at school has further strengthened this interest by 
giving me opportunities to explore ideas beyond textbooks and 
understand how knowledge can be applied in real situations. Over time, I 
realised that medicine is the path I would like to pursue.

My journey at AKU-EB has prepared me for this ambition in ways that go 
beyond the classroom. It has taught me to look beyond memorisation to 
understand concepts, think critically, manage my time and take 
responsibility for my own learning. These are skills I know I will carry with 
me into medical school and beyond.

Receiving the Meritorious Scholarship was particularly meaningful for my 
family and me. For my family, it was a source of pride and reassurance; for 
me, it was recognition that my hard work and consistency were taking me 
closer to my goals. The financial support eased the burden of examination 
expenses and allowed me to focus completely on my studies.

But the scholarship gave me something beyond financial assistance: 
confidence. It reminded me that dedication creates opportunities. With the 
support of my family, teachers and AKU-EB, I have learned to believe in 
my potential and to keep working towards the doctor I hope to become.

Kehkashan Anjum
Habib Girls School, Karachi
AKU-EB Meritorious Scholar 2025
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The AKU-EB Annual University Destination Survey (UDS) is to track the university admissions of all 
AKU-EB graduates across Pakistan. It endorses the fact that students graduating the AKU-EB system 
are well prepared for higher education and the system enables them to have a level playing field.

UDS conducted since 2016 with more than 95% response rate shows:

University Destination Survey

90%
96%

46%

54%

Graduates reach various 
universities in Pakistan.

04% Graduates reach more than

    international universities.

48% Graduates reach Top-15 
universities in Pakistan.

48% Graduates reach various public 
universities in Pakistan.

HSSC graduates secure admissions into various national and 
international universities.

200
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“When you are deciding on next steps, next jobs, 
next careers, further education, you should rather 
find purpose than a job or a career. Purpose is an 

essential element of you. It is the reason you are on 
the planet at this particular time in history.”

Chadwick Boseman
Howard University Commencement Address, 2018
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There is a moment, just before I begin speaking in court, when I 
become conscious of what has brought me there.

A client has walked into my office carrying a problem that, to them, is 
much more than a legal matter. It may be a dispute over property, a 
family matter, a livelihood, or a right they believe has been taken 
away. They have told me their story, handed me their documents 
and, ultimately, placed their case in my hands.

Then I stand before the court. For those few minutes, their story 
becomes my responsibility.

I have spent almost a decade practising law, and I have come to 
understand what makes the profession so demanding. A lawyer does 
not simply argue a case; he speaks when someone is depending on 
him to be heard.

When I think about what it means to represent another person, I also 
think about the people who taught me the value of an opportunity.

My grandfather, Muhammad Ibrahim, was one of the few educated 
people in our community during the 1960s and 1970s. He believed 
deeply in education and devoted himself to the development of those 
around him. One of his most significant contributions was helping to 
introduce co-education. At a time when there was no private school 
for boys anywhere in the area, his efforts opened doors to 
educational opportunities that otherwise would not have been 
available to many children, including my brother and me.

I was too young to understand the significance of his choices then, 
but as I have grown older, I have come to appreciate the influence of 
his example.

My uncle, Muhammad Rahim, carried that commitment forward in 
our family. He invested in our education and supported and 
encouraged me throughout my journey. His belief in education gave 
me the confidence and freedom to pursue my own ambitions.

When I later joined the AKU-EB system, I encountered a different way 
of learning. We were encouraged to understand rather than simply 
memorise, to question, think independently and consider different 
perspectives. I did not realise it then, but those habits would become 
central to my life as a lawyer.

While many of my peers were considering medicine or engineering, I 
found myself drawn to law. I wanted a profession that would 
challenge me to think critically, question assumptions and help 
others navigate difficult circumstances. My teachers took that 
ambition seriously and encouraged me to pursue it.

That encouragement mattered.

But every achievement has a story behind it that does not appear on 
a CV.

While I was in the United Kingdom pursuing my Bar-at-Law and LLM, 
my wife, Dr Shabana Wali, cared for our one-year-old daughter while 
continuing her demanding work with the World Health Organization. 
There were two careers to sustain, a young child to raise and a family 
to hold together. Her sacrifices are inseparable from my own journey.

Perhaps this is what I understand more clearly now: no one arrives 
anywhere alone.

When I walk into a courtroom today, I carry much more than a law 
degree. I carry my grandfather’s example, my uncle’s unwavering 
support, the encouragement of teachers and the sacrifices of a family 
that invested in my education.

I also carry the stories of people who come to me when they cannot 
afford to be represented. Through our office, I handle pro bono cases 
for people who cannot afford legal representation. There is a 
particular satisfaction in seeing someone leave with the relief of 
knowing that they have been heard and that their problem matters.

For me, that is the human side of law.

Behind every case is a person. When that person is sitting behind me 
in a courtroom, I know I am not there simply to argue a legal issue. I 
am there because, for that moment, their ability to be heard has been 
entrusted to me.

That has changed the way I think about success. I would like to be 
remembered not simply as someone who won cases, but as 
someone who used his profession to help people, particularly those 
who genuinely could not afford representation.

To the students who may be reading this, I would say: do not choose 
your future simply because something is considered safe, popular or 
prestigious. Take your education seriously. Learn to think, question 
and listen. Most importantly, have the courage to pursue what 
genuinely interests you.

You may not have everything figured out at the beginning. What 
matters is that you remain open to learning, make the most of the 
opportunities you are given and remember the people who helped 
you along the way.

One day, when you find yourself where you once only hoped to be, 
ask yourself what you can do with the opportunity you have been 
given.

For me, the answer has been to stand for others.

Perhaps that is the greatest lesson I inherited from my grandfather: 
education is not only about changing your own life. It is about what 
you choose to do with that change.

What I Stand For
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I come from Chitral, a place I carry with me wherever I go. My parents 
moved to Karachi because they wanted my siblings and me to have 
opportunities that were harder to access in our hometown. Growing 
up between these two worlds gave me an early awareness of how 
much a person's circumstances can shape the choices available to 
them.

I saw it particularly in the lives of women.

In northern communities, women carry enormous responsibilities, 
often with fewer opportunities to make decisions about their own 
lives. Education, mobility, employment, inheritance and even the 
freedom to speak for oneself can become difficult negotiations. I saw 
women around me navigate these realities, and I began asking 
questions that I could not easily put away.

Why should being a woman make life harder?

Why should a person's gender determine what she is allowed to 
inherit, study, become or say?

Those questions eventually became the foundation of my life's work.

The moment that changed my understanding of what I could do 
came in 2016, when I was selected for Youth Parliament Pakistan 
and elected as the Opposition Leader. Until then, I had thought about 
inequality largely through the experiences of people around me. At 
Youth Parliament, I began to see the machinery behind it—the way 
laws are made, policies are shaped and institutions can either protect 
people's rights or leave them vulnerable.

I realised that if I wanted to challenge injustice, I needed to 
understand the systems that produced it.

That realisation also made me look differently at my own life.

I was a pre-medical student because becoming a doctor was my 
parents' dream for me. I tried to follow that path, but I struggled with 
physics, chemistry and biology. I found myself drawn instead to 
social sciences, to questions about people, society and justice.

Choosing law meant going against an expectation that had been 
placed on me with love.

It was not rebellion for the sake of rebellion. It was the difficult 
recognition that I could not spend my life becoming someone else 
simply because that was the future others had imagined for me. After 
many conversations, I convinced my parents to let me change fields. 
I became the first person in my family to study law. I worked hard and 
graduated with a gold medal.

That experience taught me something I now consider essential to the 
work I want to do: sometimes, before you can challenge the 
structures around you, you have to find the courage to challenge the 
expectations placed upon you.

In Pakistan, the need to advance girls’ education and women’s rights 
is particularly urgent. More than 25 million children aged 5–16 are out 
of school, including 13.4 million girls (UNICEF, 2025). In Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa alone, around 2.9 million girls are out of school. These 
are not just numbers to me. They are millions of girls whose choices 
may become smaller before they have even had the chance to 
discover what they could become.

I believe deeply that when you educate a woman, you do more than 
educate an individual. You expand the possibilities of a family, a 
community and, ultimately, a nation.

But education must be accompanied by rights.

At the Legal Aid Society, I worked with religious minority 
communities and on issues including discriminatory content in 
textbooks. That work contributed to advocacy that reached the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan. I have also researched testimonial 
inequality against women in financial matters, hoping that the 
evidence can contribute to legal and policy reform.

These experiences have shown me that change rarely begins with a 
dramatic moment. It begins when someone asks a question that 
others have stopped asking.

Why is this policy fair?

Why is this tradition still acceptable?

Why should a woman have to fight for something that should already 
be hers?

I want to become the kind of lawyer who is willing to ask those 
questions, and then do the difficult work of finding answers.

I know I cannot change Pakistan alone. But I have seen what 
happens when one person refuses to accept that something cannot 
be changed. I was that person when I chose law over medicine. I 
want to carry the same courage into my work.

I am pursuing law at Cambridge because I want to understand how 
law can become an instrument of social change: how policies can be 
challenged, institutions strengthened and rights made meaningful for 
the people who need them most.

And when I think of the girl I once was - the girl who struggled with 
science and wondered whether she was good enough - I wish I could 
tell her something.

You were never not enough. You were simply becoming someone 
you had not yet learned to recognise.

Perhaps that is what I want most for the girls who come after me: not 
that they all become lawyers, doctors or leaders, but that they are 
given enough education, freedom and courage to discover who they 
are - and the right to become her.

Because being a woman should never be the reason a life becomes 
smaller.

The Courage to Question
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Growing up in Karachi, a power outage was never an emergency. It 
was simply part of life. The lights would go out, a study session 
would be interrupted, plans would change, and everyone would carry 
on until the electricity returned. You learn to live around the darkness.

Perhaps that is why, looking back, it feels strange that electricity 
became one of the things I most wanted to understand. Even as a 
child, I questioned things others seemed happy to accept. I took 
apart shoeboxes, wires and scraps and tried to turn them into 
something new, recreating ideas from DIY tutorials and 5-Minute 
Crafts videos. Not a single shoebox in our house survived without 
becoming a “gadget” first. I didn’t just want to know what something 
did. I wanted to know why.

My mother, an educator, taught me to look at things through 
numbers, patterns and logic. My father taught me persistence and 
gave me the freedom to try. They taught me: Look closely. Think for 
yourself. And don’t be afraid to try.

When my brother began a science project involving circuits, I was 
captivated. Wires and connections could bring something to life. I 
wanted to understand.

That interest stayed with me until I joined an AKU-EB school. For the 
first time, the way I naturally thought made sense within the way I was 
being taught. AKU-EB’s concept-based approach pushed me 
beyond remembering information to understanding and applying it. I 
realised that while others might look at an object and think about the 
purpose it serves, I think about how it works to serve that purpose. 
That difference gave my curiosity direction and led me towards 
electrical engineering.

Then came another power outage. Instead of waiting for the 
electricity to return, I took a battery, some wires and a small motor 
and built my own fan. It wasn’t a major invention, but it changed 
something in me. The child who took apart shoeboxes was now 
using her questions to solve a problem.

I began to understand that purpose does not always arrive as one 
dramatic moment. Sometimes it grows quietly through questions, 
lessons from our parents, an education that changes how we think 
and problems that refuse to leave us alone. One day, we look back 
and realise those things have been pointing in the same direction.

In college, I struggled to balance assignments, projects, family and 
everything else I wanted to make time for. I learned that I did not need 
to have everything figured out; I needed to start, create structure and 
keep moving. When things feel uncertain, I focus on doing my best, 
being patient and continuing forward. I often return to a verse from 
the Quran: “So, surely with hardship comes ease.”

Volunteering as a teacher at TCF helped me understand what I want 
my work to mean. Watching children light up when they understood 
something showed me that knowledge matters most when it creates 
possibility for someone else. That is the kind of impact I hope to 
create through engineering: solving real problems in ways that 
improve people’s lives.

Today, I am pursuing my Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering at 
Habib University as an HU TOPS Scholar.

Growing up in Pakistan, I have never experienced the energy crisis as 
an abstract issue. I have lived it. I know what it feels like when the 
lights go out and how a city can learn to accept something because 
it happens so often. But I don’t want acceptance to be the end of the 
story. Over the next decade, I want to contribute to changing that 
reality through better systems, smarter solutions and reliable, 
sustainable energy in Pakistan.

I don’t know exactly how I will do it yet. And I don’t think I need to. 
The little girl who took apart shoeboxes didn’t know where those 
wires would lead. She just wanted to understand.

So I think about what electrical engineering might make possible: a 
stronger energy system, a more sustainable Pakistan, a community 
that doesn’t have to organise its day around electricity, a child who 
can sit down at night, open a book and keep studying.

A light that stays on.

If a young AKU-EB student asked what I have learned, I would tell 
them: You don’t need permission to dream or to feel ready before 
you begin. Keep asking questions, keep learning, do the work in front 
of you, be patient with yourself, trust God and keep going.

Sometimes purpose is not something you find. Sometimes it is 
something you build, one question, one lesson, one difficult day and 
one small act of courage at a time.

I grew up learning to live with the darkness. I want to spend my life 
helping bring the light back.

The Light I Want to Leave Behind

Mahnoor Hassan
Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering, Habib University
AKU-EB Graduate 2026

I started learning web development in Grade VI. At that age, I was 
simply curious. I wanted to understand how websites worked and 
what happened behind the screen. Once I learned enough to build 
something myself, I discovered that I enjoyed creating even more 
than using.

That curiosity soon became a way of thinking.

In Grade IX, when I was thirteen, I began experimenting with an 
online platform designed to help students find and access 
educational resources more easily. It was one of my first attempts to 
use technology to respond to a problem I had observed among 
students. The experience taught me something important: 
technology is not valuable simply because we can build something 
with it. It becomes valuable when it makes a difference to someone 
else.

I kept exploring that idea. In Grade XI, I founded Likhai Magazine to 
give young writers a platform to share their work. By Grade XII, I had 
started a content writing agency and begun teaching. Later, I 
founded Vutors Learning Institute and Deets Technologies, bringing 
together my interests in education, software and artificial intelligence.

Looking back, these were not separate paths. I was gradually trying 
to answer the same question: How can what I know be used to create 
opportunities for others?

That question has become even more relevant as artificial 
intelligence reshapes education and work.

For generations, education has focused largely on acquiring 
knowledge and demonstrating it. Today, information is available 
almost instantly. AI can explain concepts, analyse information, 
generate ideas, write code and perform tasks that once required 
significant time and expertise.

So I find myself asking a different question: If technology can 
increasingly provide answers, what should education help us 
become capable of doing?

I don't think the answer is to learn less. I think it is to learn differently.

Students will still need strong foundations in mathematics, science, 
languages and other disciplines. But they will also need to question 
information, recognise context, think critically, solve unfamiliar 
problems, collaborate and make responsible decisions. They will 
need to use AI without becoming dependent on it, to treat it as a tool 
while retaining their own judgement.

My years at AKU-EB helped me develop some of these habits. Its 
emphasis on conceptual understanding and analytical thinking 
taught me to look beyond memorising an answer and understand 
why something worked. That way of thinking became invaluable as I 
moved into software development, artificial intelligence, actuarial 
science and entrepreneurship, fields where I often had to learn things 
I had never encountered before.

Teaching reinforced this lesson. Over the years, I have mentored 
hundreds of students. Some entered my classes without much 
confidence and eventually discovered interests in technology, data 
science or fields they had never considered. These experiences 
showed me that education is not simply about giving someone 
information. Sometimes, it is about helping them recognise what they 
are capable of.

That is how I think about AI, too.

We should not adopt technology simply because it is new or 
powerful. We should ask what problem it solves. Can it make learning 
more accessible? Can it help teachers understand where students 
need support? Can it reduce repetitive work and give people more 
time for creativity, judgement and human interaction?

My own experiences have also taught me that meaningful work rarely 
develops exactly as planned. I have faced financial limitations, 
experienced ventures that did not succeed and made decisions that 
produced results different from what I expected. I learned to treat 
those experiences as feedback rather than failure.

That mindset matters in technology, where change is constant. What 
I learn today may become outdated tomorrow. The ability to keep 
learning may therefore be more valuable than trying to know 
everything.

I began building websites because I wanted to understand how 
things worked. Today, I am exploring AI for much the same reason. I 
hope to continue developing AI solutions that simplify learning and 
work, while expanding Vutors Learning Institute to help young people 
develop practical skills for a changing world.

But ultimately, I don't want my work to be defined only by the 
businesses I build or the technology I use. I want it to be measured 
by the opportunities those efforts create for others.

To a young AKU-EB student, I would say: don't wait until you have 
everything figured out.

I didn't.

I started with curiosity, built things, made mistakes, taught others 
and kept learning. You may begin with a question that seems small. 
Follow it. Build something. Test it. Learn from it.

As an AKU-EB student, I have learned that education is not only 
about preparing for the world as it is, but about developing the 
curiosity and confidence to question everything along the way.

And perhaps, in an age where machines are becoming increasingly 
good at finding answers, one of the most important things we can 
learn is how to ask the right questions.

The Questions We Teach 
Machines to Answer
Learning in the Age of Intelligence
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For a long time, I thought success meant staying ahead.

I was one of the top students in my school. I topped my class, took 
part in extracurricular activities and was comfortable in the world I 
had built around myself. School was a place I could call my own.

Then I moved from one school to another, and everything began to 
feel unfamiliar. New people, new environments and new 
expectations made it difficult to understand where I belonged.

Somewhere along the way, I became afraid of falling behind. I 
worried about being late, not excelling, not understanding 
something, not having friends, or simply not being good enough. My 
mind seemed to always be preparing for something that might go 
wrong.

There came a point when I needed help. My parents were there for 
me, quietly and consistently, even when I could not fully explain what 
I was going through.

They stayed while I found my way back.

By tenth grade, I had graduated as head girl with the highest marks 
in my school and ranked among the top students across Karachi. I 
had found my confidence again, but I also knew I wanted to keep 
growing.

That led me to join the AKU-EB system.

I was nervous when I arrived. I did not know anyone, and my earlier 
experiences had made new beginnings difficult. But I made friends 
who remain part of my life today, found teachers who encouraged 
me, became deputy head girl and discovered interests beyond 
academics, including Model United Nations.

The transition from the public board to AKU-EB was academically 
challenging. I had to learn differently, think more deeply and take 
greater responsibility for my learning.

At first, I struggled. But I began to understand that not knowing 
something immediately did not mean I was incapable. Sometimes, I 
simply needed time.

I graduated with 87%, but my experience gave me much more than 
a result. It gave me confidence, friendships and the courage to 
explore who I wanted to become.

Joining the Institute of Business Administration, one of Pakistan's 
leading universities, was a proud moment. I chose Social Sciences, 
with Psychology as my major, because I wanted to understand the 
mind - not only because of what I had experienced, but because I 
wanted to help others who may be struggling in ways they cannot yet 
explain.

Along the way, I have met many people whose conversations 
triggered something inside my mind - an idea, a question, a new way 
of seeing things. I am grateful for them.

Today, I try to remember that every situation has its time. Some 
things require action; others require patience.

I am learning not to rush time. I am learning to be uncomfortable 
without immediately trying to escape it. And I am learning that I don't 
have to fill my mind with fear.

If I constantly ask myself what could go wrong, my mind will always 
find something. But if I allow myself to believe that things can work 
out, I make room for hope.

I still think about the future, but not with worry in my mind or heart. I 
know that mental health is an area I want to explore further and 
contribute to.

But I no longer believe I have to be ahead. I am content with being 
myself - grateful for how far I have come, hopeful about where I am 
going, and filled with a sense of light.

Life is not a race. There will be downfalls, but I can always choose to 
get back up, ask for help, and take the next step.

You Don’t Have to be Ahead 
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You are born to soar.
Make your home where the mountains rise.

Allama Muhammad Iqbal

بالِ ج�یل - ایک نوجوان کے نام
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